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PREFACE 

On Monday, February 1, 2016, the Central Oklahoma Chapter of ASHRAE held a regular monthly board of 
governors meeting.  As part of the normal agenda, each committee chairperson gave a report outlining 
activities of the past month, planned events and activities for the upcoming month, and discussed the 
status of the Presidential Award of Excellence (PAOE) point totals to date.  The PAOE point system is a 
structured system used by ASHRAE to recognize and reward Chapter activities that support the goals and 
initiatives specifically outlined by the Society president each year. 

During the historian’s report, it was mentioned that interviewing Fellows of the Society in our Chapter 
about their personal history is a PAOE goal and that we planned on conducting an interview again this 
year once we’ve identified a suitable candidate.  The brief discussion that ensued included the fact that 
this activity is limited only by the number of Fellows that our Chapter has, and that, per PAOE rules, we 
cannot repeat a previous interview unless five or more years have passed, in which case the interview 
becomes an update to the previous one. 

It was at that point in the discussion that a young committee member asked, “Who are our Chapter 
Fellows?” a question which actually would lead to the eventual creation of this report on The Life and 
Times of Louis C. Nettleship. 

The reason for the young member not knowing is not entirely his fault, as he and, in fact, all the new 
members of the 21st century face the same circumstance. Something as simple as a past decision to save 
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money on the Chapter’s member roster, while at the same time making it more accessible, has actually 
affected how members today learn Chapter history.  Sometimes, technological advancements can have 
unintended consequences. 

Back in the late 1960s, the Chapter changed its annual member roster from an 8.5”x11” format to a 3.5”x 
8.5” tall, professionally published booklet designed to fit in a suit jacket pocket or pants pocket, allowing 
members to easily carry the booklet to meetings and have at-the-ready for quick reference when an 
engineer, vendor, or contractor’s phone number was needed.  The booklet also contained meeting dates 
and times conveniently located in the front, including program topics, names of the board members and 
committees, and a listing of Chapter honors and awards.  Starting in the 1981 edition, the honors and 

awards listing was expanded to 
include a list of members who have 
achieved the grade of Fellow. 

In 2001, however, the handy pocket-
sized roster booklet was changed to a 
7 inch wide by 8.5 inch tall three-ring 
binder.  The change was not needed 
due to expanded content, but was to 
save money on publishing as the 
“guts” could now be easily printed on 
an office printer, hole-punched and 
inserted, and the binders reused year 
after year.  While the change seemed 
like a good idea at the time, it made 
the book more of a desk reference 
than a portable pocket-sized resource. 

In the fall of 2008, in an effort to 
eliminate 100% of the printing costs, 
the printed roster was eliminated 
altogether and replaced with an online 
searchable member database.  The 
database program itself was an 
adaptation of one the Northeastern 
Oklahoma ASHRAE Chapter started 
using a few years prior.  They seemed 
happy with their new program and 
recommended it to us.  The new 
Central Oklahoma Chapter online 
member database, however, was not 

programmed with the ability to input and display Chapter honors and awards. The original program 
created for the Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter didn’t have that function, and honestly, no one involved 
in the transition asked about it. 

With the member database up and running, being fed automatically with member contact info updates 
from the Society, and the printed roster now a thing of the past, the Chapter no longer had to sit down 
once a year and update the roster.  But, with the home for the honors and awards list still in the old paper 
roster, it wasn’t getting updated either.  As it turns out, it actually took the Chapter a few years before 
realizing that no one was updating the honors and awards list with achievements earned by individuals 
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and the Chapter each year.  In fact, the Chapter’s honors and awards list was actually not updated from 
about 2008 to 2011, as it had become out-of-sight, out-of-mind with the process for its updating, a manual 
process that had been in place for decades, now eliminated. 

In the old days, the roster committee had to publish the booklet each fall with numerous updates on 
members’ personal and professional contact information.  It was that process of manually going through 
the booklet from front to back every year that forced them to look, not only at member contact info, but 
also at the honors and awards list in the front of the book and make all necessary updates to it as well. 

It wasn’t until 2011 that the old honors and awards list was once again made available, this time on the 
Chapter website, where it could be found with a little searching, separate from the member database.  
Being available on the website was convenient in a way, but not as convenient as when it was the first 
few pages of a booklet that you carried around with you and frequently referenced. 

Therefore, because of the efforts to save money and the technological novelty of going paperless, our 
member in the board of governors meeting had no idea who our Chapter Fellows were because he had 
never wandered through the website, found the honors and awards list, and read through it.  But how 
does that lead us to The Life and Times of Louis C. Nettleship? 

By the Chapter unintentionally making the honors and awards inconvenient to access, it caused the young 
member to ask who are our Fellows. However, the issue goes further than that. If the Chapter hadn’t lost 
track of the honors and awards list for a few years, it wouldn’t have put the accuracy of the list in question. 
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In the board of governors meeting, our current Chapter historian stated that, once back at the office, he 
would email everyone a list of Chapter Fellows which he planned on pulling from the Chapter website.  
However, after downloading the list from the Chapter website and getting ready to send it out, he recalled 
that the current honors and awards list might now be less than accurate due to those neglected years. 
Before sending it out, he decided to compare our Chapter’s list of Fellows against a list available online 
from ASHRAE Society.  After finding the Society list, downloading it and comparing the two, it was 
discovered that the Society’s list and the Central Oklahoma Chapter’s list were different by one person:  
Louis C. Nettleship. 

This discrepancy was significant as our Chapter only has eight people that have achieved that grade since 
its inception in 1935. Estimating that our Chapter has had well over a thousand members since inception 
certainly puts our eight Fellows in a very exclusive group. To become an ASHRAE Fellow, a member has to 
be nominated based on invention, research, teaching, design, original work, or as an engineering 
executive on projects of unusual or important scope, and then go through a rigorous review process at 
the Society level.  The grade signifies those receiving it have attained special distinction in their field. 

Once this discrepancy was discovered, a different email was sent out to the board of governors, as well 
as to certain senior members in the Chapter, and the ASHRAE Region VIII historian, explaining that our 
Fellows list included Louis C. Nettleship but the Society’s list did not and asked if anyone knew for sure 
that Nettleship did in fact achieve that grade. 

Of those that responded, none knew whether he did or not.  Louis Nettleship had passed away many years 
prior to this, and there are very few of his contemporaries still around.  One senior member responded 
saying that most likely what had happened was that someone wanted to nominate him, started gathering 
the paperwork, told the board of governors he was being nominated, but then never followed through 
with the process.  Kind of like the game of telephone, once the message made it around, and all the way 
to the roster editor, he WAS a Fellow.  Based on this, the suggestion was made to not trust our list, but 
instead, trust the Society’s list and just remove Louis C. Nettleship from our local list so that it would match 
the official list from the Society. 

Before following through with that suggestion, however, our Chapter historian decided to email the 
Society manager of membership on February 15, 2016, and ask what grade they actually had for Louis 
Nettleship in their database.  A response came back the next morning stating that the Society only has 
one Nettleship in the current database, and they were not showing any advanced membership grade for 
him.  They said they also searched the old database as well and didn’t find anything.  Finally, they said 
they searched the scanned applications and renewals, which go all the way back to the early 60s, and still 
nothing.  They then said they would see if their librarian/historian had anything for him in their paper 
records. 

That was basically strike two for Mr. Nettleship remaining on our list of Fellows.  At that point, our current 
and most recent past historian both started digging up photos and mentions of Louis Nettleship in our 
archives trying to find any proof that he actually achieved the grade of Fellow.  We knew the “rumor” that 
he was a Fellow would be there, since it made it into our Honors and Awards list, but we needed proof 
that he was awarded that grade. 

The best we could find was one sentence in a board of governors meeting minutes from October 6, 1986, 
that recorded Louis Nettleship being named a Fellow and stating that he was to be awarded at the 1987 
winter meeting.  Scans of these meeting minutes and other documents were then emailed to the Society’s 
manager of membership with the request that they try to check the minutes from the 1987 winter 
meeting to see if Louis was named a Fellow, and that if so, could they let us know and update their official 
Fellow list? 
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The manager of membership responded by forwarding the scans to their Chapter programs manager who 
was able to check into this.  She responded back the next day stating: 

“Thank you so much for contacting us.  You are absolutely correct, Mr. Nettleship was elevated to 
the grade of Fellow at the 1987 Winter Meeting.  I was able to confirm this in ASHRAE Insights.  
The H&A Resource Manual (which lists past award recipients) has been updated to include this as 
well.  We will work on getting the complete listing of Fellows updated online in the next week or 
so.  I’ll also work to see if we can get Mr. Nettleship’s membership record updated.” 

Hallelujah!  Case closed. 

Upon getting copied on this response, the ASHRAE Region VIII historian emailed saying that he and the 
director and regional chair of Region VIII think that a written personal history on Louis Nettleship should 
be created, since a very important part of his history was nearly lost.  We agreed and this document is the 
result. 

 

To prepare for the compilation of information that makes up this history, a further dig through the Chapter 
archives was conducted, as well as contacting a few very senior Chapter members to ask if they had any 
specific memories of Louis Nettleship.  After collecting all the documents and thoughts, there were still a 
number of holes in the history that existed.  It was at that point that a Google search was conducted to 
find Louis’ next of kin and hopefully reach out to them for photos, documents and memories. 

The search turned up Louis’ obituary which gave the names of the family members.  A further deep search 
revealed the email address for Bruce Nettleship, Louis’ son, a textiles salesman who lives in Texas.  An 
email was sent to Bruce on February 23, 2016, explaining what was going on and asking if he would be 
willing to help on this project.  We were very excited when Bruce emailed back saying he would be glad 
to help, plus he copied his two sisters and all the grandkids enlisting their help as well! 

Bruce and our Chapter historian scheduled a time to meet personally on February 29, 2016, while Bruce 
was in Oklahoma City on business.  Bruce brought a number of photos, letters and ASHRAE award 
certificates belonging to his father.  The two talked and the Central Oklahoma Chapter historian got to 
know who Louis C. Nettleship was through the memories of his son.  In later email communications, Bruce 
provided additional photos, certificates, dates and memories.  He even provided a photo of Louis’ actual 
framed ASHRAE Fellow certificate. 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * 
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This personal history of Louis C. Nettleship is compiled from chapter archives originally kept by the late 

Bob Vermillion, who was a chapter historian and a personal friend of Louis Nettleship, documents kept by 

Harry Rountree, who also is one of our ASHRAE Fellows, chapter archives, including those from Bill Collins, 

currently kept by Alan Loeffler, our most recent past chapter historian, documents provided by Bruce 

Nettleship and the Nettleship family, and from sources available online. 

We wish to give a very special ‘thank you’ to the whole Nettleship family (Louis’ children Karen, Bruce, 

and Ellen; and the grandkids, Jim, Linda, Ryan, Ashley, and Jeff) for their contribution of photos, letters 

and personal memories.  The personal letters written by Louis himself to his family, many of them recently 

collected and compiled by his daughter Karen in a book she called Cubits are invaluable toward learning 

who Louis really was.  Louis wrote hundreds of personal letters to his family over the years.  As Karen 

states “I fully realized for the first time how right Daddy was when he always insisted that letters were so 

much better than phone calls.”  For the benefit of the readers of this history document, many of those 

letters have been reproduced at the bottom of every page starting at chapter two. Plus, some of Louis’ 

doodles he liked to put in his letters are sprinkled in as well. 

The sum of everything collected for this project reveals a man of character and substance, deeply 

committed to his family and his profession.  He had a great sense of humor, often off-the-wall and off 

color, a passion for refrigeration, ASHRAE and the metric system.  Putting all that together made him one 

very unique human being! 

 

We hope you enjoy learning about the life and times of Louis C. Nettleship.  It is our anticipation that, by 

studying the life of one of the pillars of the Central Oklahoma chapter, readers will learn keys to being a 

leader in ASHRAE chapter operations, and how life is enriched through strong family ties. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP 

ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Historian 

 

 
 

www.ashraecok.org  

 

  

http://www.ashraecok.org/
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Chapter 1 

TIMELINE 

November 16, 1871 ............ Earnest “Lape” Nettleship (Louis’ father) is born1 

June 2, 1879 ........................ Ione L Williams (Louis’ mother) is born2 

1899 .................................... Lape Nettleship marries Ione Williams in Arkansas.  The couple lives with 
Lape’s parents in Prairie Township (Fayetteville), Arkansas but eventually 
moves to the house at 312 St Charles Street where Louis grows up in the heart 
of Fayetteville2 

November 21, 1912 ............ Louis Christopher Nettleship is born.  He has two older sisters, Wilma (11 
years old) and Thelma (9 years old), and will have a younger brother, Johnny, 
about two-and-a-half years later2 

Fall 1929 .............................. Louis attends the University of Arkansas at the age of 16, which is located 
only a few blocks away from his home.  Louis becomes a member of Pi Kappa 
Alpha fraternity3 

1933 .................................... Louis graduates from the University of Arkansas4 

1934 .................................... Louis goes to work for Frick Company, a manufacturer of refrigerating, air-
conditioning, farm and sawmill machinery, in their Oklahoma City office5 

July 23, 1937 ....................... Louis marries Elnora Anna Rey in Oklahoma City6 

1937 .................................... Louis and Elnora move to Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, the Frick Company 
headquarters, and Louis works in the estimating department7 

1940 .................................... Louis is exempted from military service due to having migraine headaches8 

1940s to ‘80s (intermittent) Louis is a competitive chess player and teaches chess at night school, 
participates in a radio show about chess, and plays in and wins some chess 
tournaments. Louis and Elnora are tournament bridge players8 

March 7, 1944 ..................... Elnora gives birth to Karen in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania9 

1945 .................................... Louis becomes a member of the American Society of Refrigerating Engineers 
(ASRE)10 

  

                                                           
1 Appendix 27 and Louis letter to family 11/17/72 
2 Appendix 27 
3 Appendix 26 
4 1992-November COK Newsletter, Sou’wester, interview with Louis Nettleship by B.H. Prasad 
5 Louis letter to family 7/23/71 
6 Louis letter to family 1/24/80 (reprinted on page 60) 
7 Louis letter to family 3/2/73 (reprinted on page 33) 
8 Nettleship family 
9 Louis letter to family 3/2/73 (reprinted on page 33) 
10 Appendix 23 
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1945 .................................... Louis, Elnora and Karen move to New Orleans, Louisiana as Louis works as a 
salesman based out of the Frick Company New Orleans office11. Louis 
eventually becomes the manager of the New Orleans office. Louis also does 
work for the Navy with refrigeration on ships that come to the port of New 
Orleans. Some of the Navy work is classified Top Secret12 

1947 .................................... Lape Nettleship passes away at the age of 7713 

October 17, 1950 ................ Elnora gives birth to fraternal twins, Ellen and Bruce in New Orleans14 

1954 .................................... Louis, Elnora and the children move back to Oklahoma City and Louis goes to 
work for Jones-Newby Supply Company14 

1957 .................................... Louis becomes a member of the American Society of Heating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers (ASHAE)15 

1959 .................................... Louis automatically becomes a member of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) when ASRE and 
ASHAE merge to form ASHRAE16 

1963 .................................... Louis and Bob Bradford open Bradford & Nettleship, Inc.  The company is 
commonly referred to as Bradford & Nettleship Supply17 

March 9, 1966 ..................... Louis is nominated by Lloyd Von Tungeln, Central Oklahoma Chapter (COK) 
Chapter president, at the recommendation of William J. “Bill” Collins Jr. to 
serve on the ASHRAE Society Technical Committee (TC) 5.1 Industrial 
Refrigeration18 

March 24, 1966 ................... Louis first accepts the nomination to be ASHRAE COK Chapter treasurer and 
“move through the chairs”19 

June, 1966 ........................... Ione Nettleship passes away at the age of 8720 

July 1, 1966 ......................... Louis begins his service as COK Chapter treasurer, but within a few months 
moves up one chair to Chapter secretary when Bob Allsman, the Chapter 
president, moves to Detroit21 

December 4, 1967 ............... Louis, as chapter vice-president (president-elect), makes a motion at the 
board of governors (BOG) meeting to purchase new metal lapel name badge 
holders for use at Chapter meetings;22 those name badge holders are still in 
use as of 2016 

                                                           
11 Louis letter to family 3/2/73 (reprinted on page 33) 
12 1992-November Sou’wester interview with Louis by B.H. Prasad 
13 Louis letter to family 11/7/72 
14 Nettleship family 
15 Appendix 23 
16 Appendix 4 
17 Appendix 28 
18 Appendix 5 
19 Appendix 6 
20 Appendix 27 
21 Appendix 6 & 7 and COK Chapter ASHRAE document “History Recalled” 
22 Appendix 10 
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May 13, 1968 ...................... Louis becomes COK Chapter president for the first time23; 

September 10, 1968 ............ As Chapter president, Louis makes the change to permanently move the 
social hour out of the same time slot as the Chapter technical training 
session,24 plus he ensures that a technical session is scheduled and occurs at 
every Chapter meeting, which was never the case before 

Fall 1970 .............................. Louis is voted in by the COK BOG to serve as Chapter President the second 
time taking over after the sudden death of the sitting Chapter President, Ham 
Nelson25 

March 30, 1971 ................... Louis is appointed by the Society president Frank Bridgers to serve on the 
“GUIDE & DATA BOOK – 1974 Applications Volume” committee, which would 
end up producing the “ASHRAE Handbook & Product Directory, 1974 
Applications” edition26 

1971-1983 (approximate) ... Louis serves on various Society technical and handbook committees 
including:  TC 4.1 Load Calculations, TC 5.1 Industrial Refrigeration, TC 10.5 
Refrigerated Warehouses, TC 11.1 Meat Products, TC 11.5 Fruits and 
Vegetables; ASHRAE Handbook & Product Directory, 1974 Applications and 
1978 Applications editions; and ASHRAE Handbook, Fundamentals, 1981 
edition27 

April, 1971 ........................... The Central Oklahoma Chapter earns the first ever PAOE28 with a score high 
enough to make them the number one Chapter in the Society,29 and Louis 
wins the fourth ever Golden Gavel Award30 

October, 1972 ..................... Louis is the Chapter technical program speaker and gives a talk on “The 
Challenge of Refrigeration”31 

November, 1972 ................. Louis’ “The Challenge of Refrigeration” article is published in the November 
1972 issue of the ASHRAE Journal (Vol. 14, No. 11)31 

April 10, 1974 ...................... Louis writes a scathing letter to the ASHRAE Region VIII DRC accusing the 
Arkansas Chapter of inflating attendance figures by counting members of 
other societies at joint meetings and taking out a loan to inflate their 
Research Promotion contribution, all to win the Golden Gavel32 

  

                                                           
23 Appendix 4 & 11 
24 Appendix 12 
25 Appendix 4; also COK Chapter ASHRAE document “History Recalled” page 19 
26 Appendix 17 
27 Appendix 17 & 22 
28 Appendix 4 
29 Appendix 30 
30 Appendix 18 
31 Appendix 1 
32 Appendix 19 
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November 10, 1975 ............ Bradford & Nettleship, Inc. moves from 2130 NW 40th Street to 320 East Hill, 
which is one block east of their present location33 

June, 1976 ........................... Louis receives the ASHRAE Distinguished Service Award34 

January 10, 1977 ................. Louis gives “Cubits” speech on the metric system at Chapter meeting with 
infamous “finger” photo and racy “Think Metric” poster behind him35 

1977 .................................... Louis retires from Bradford & Nettleship and starts doing part-time 
engineering consulting work, including working for Charles Perry at Perry Air 
Conditioning Company36 and for Bob Vermillion at A.M.E. Inc. in Oklahoma 
City37 

1983 (approximate) ............ Louis receives the ASHRAE Regional Award of Merit from Regional chairman 
Emil E. Finley34 

January, 1978 ...................... Louis achieves the ASHRAE grade of Life Member at age 65 and 32 years of 
continuous membership38 

August, 1980 ....................... ASHRAE BOG forms the “Metric Coordination Committee” with Louis 
Nettleship as chairman.  Other committee members include Jerald D. Parker 
and Clarence H. Dollmeyer.  Committee purpose:  to assist members with any 
problems they may have in conversion tactics and keep them advised of 
developments in the System International (SI)39 

Aug 1980 – May 1981 ......... Louis contributes a full page to all but one issue of the ASHRAE Chapter 
newsletter, the Sou’wester entitled “Metric Coordination” where he works 
out an engineering problem using English units and then shows it worked in 
metric units40 

December 8, 1980 ............... Louis is the honoree of the annual ASHRAE Chapter “Roast” event on past-
presidents night.  From the COK History Recalled document: “This year’s 
‘Roast’ … ended memorably with the introduction of a young lady possessing 
extreme qualifications, extremely well displayed, who claimed to be a great 
granddaughter of one of the Chapter members of the Nettleship Fan Club of 
Arkansas. Nettleship's response to all the banter was aptly … ‘Welcome to 
Fantasy Island’ ”41 

1984 .................................... Louis writes the short story “Uninhibited Lady” about his mother42 

1985 .................................... Louis retires a second time; this time from A.M.E., Inc.43 

                                                           
33 Louis letter to family 11/6/75 
34 Appendix 4 
35 Chapter roster 76-77 edition and date associated with photo 
36 1978 Applications Handbook 
37 Nettleship family 
38 COK Chapter ASHRAE document “History Recalled” page 21 
39 1980-81 COK Annual Report 
40 COK Chapter ASHRAE document “History Recalled” page 22; also November 1980 Sou’wester 
41 COK Chapter ASHRAE document “History Recalled” page 22 
42 Appendix 2 
43 Appendix 23 
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April, 1985 ........................... Bill Collins nominates Louis Nettleship to receive the grade of ASHRAE 
Fellow and the Society review process begins44 

April, 1985 ........................... “Uninhibited Lady” is published in Good Old Days magazine45 

October, 1986 ..................... Louis’ achievement of the grade of Fellow is announced at the COK board of 
governors meeting46 

January 18, 1987 ................. Louis is announced as a Fellow at the ASHRAE Society winter meeting in 
New York47 however, he does not attend due to his difficulties traveling 

1988 .................................... Louis writes the short story “Motoring to the West Coast”48 

1993 .................................... Louis is the second member inducted into the COK Chapter Hall of Fame, 
behind Bill Collins who was inducted the year prior49 

March 10, 1995 ................... Louis is awarded the ASHRAE Distinguished 50-Year Member Award and is 
invited to formally accept the award at the Society annual meeting in San 
Diego, however, Louis is unable to attend due to health reasons50 

July 24, 1995 ....................... Louis Nettleship passes away at the age of 8251 

February 3, 2011 ................. Elnora Nettleship passes away at the age of 9952 

                                                           
44 Louis letter to family 4/16/85 (excerpt on page 47) 
45 Appendix 2 
46 Appendix 21 
47 Appendix 29 
48 Appendix 3 
49 Appendix 30 
50 Appendix 22 & 23 
51 Appendix 24 & 25 
52 Appendix 24 
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6/27/69  I've got to go home and figure out a way to fix my sagging gutter on the 
back of the house. The spikes holding it have come loose in the middle so it’s 
sagging. As you know, it's about 15' in the air, and I get a nose bleed at that 
altitude. There is also another problem. I got out my 12' step ladder last evening, 
set it in a good position, and with my electric drill, put a hole in the side of the 
gutter next to the fascia board. Thought if I could screw it into the wood it would 
help support the gutter while I was messing around with the spikes. You see the 
power wire to the house ties on right underneath the center of the gutter, and if 
the gutter falls, it will fall on the wire and probably the ground at the same time, 
and if I've got hold of the other end - ZING!!!! Anyway, here I am hanging over the 
top of the ladder last night, holding my trusty drill, and a squadron of wasps start 
buzzing around. I look around and for the first time, notice they are in the process 
of building a nest at the top of the bathroom window, about 15 1/2" away from 
my exposed belly. Now they do not like me interfering with their project and I do 
not like them interfering with my project - so we compromise and I withdraw - 
but not before giving serious thought to throwing the drill at the nest. We will 
renew our negotiations tonight - perhaps with a water hose 
(the battle of the Little Big Hornet). 
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Chapter 2 

Refrigeration and Food Safety 

In researching ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter 
archives, doing online research, plus looking 
through letters provided by the Nettleship family, 
a compiled list of the Society-level work Louis 
participated in is as follows: 

● Technical Committee (TC) 4.1 Load 
Calculations 

● TC 5.1 Industrial Refrigeration 
● TC 10.5 Refrigerated Warehouses 
● TC 11.1 Meat Products 
● TC 11.5 Fruits and Vegetables 
● ASHRAE Handbook & Product Directory, 

1974 Applications 
● ASHRAE Handbook & Product Directory, 

1978 Applications 
● ASHRAE Handbook, Fundamentals, 1981 

Louis’ ASHRAE Handbook work specifically 
concerned the refrigeration sections in those 
volumes.  Refrigeration was Louis’ specialty.  Louis 
was a registered Professional Engineer (PE) in the 
State of Oklahoma and he referred to himself as a 
refrigeration engineer. 

Although air conditioning involves refrigeration 
equipment, the “R” in ASHRAE normally refers to 
systems operating at temperatures colder than 
that normally used for air conditioning.  These 
types of systems are used for food preparation 
and storage, pharmaceutical, chemical and 
petroleum processes, laboratory environmental 
chambers, and various industrial uses. 

Louis’ first job out of college was with the Frick 
Company, a manufacturer of refrigerating, air 
conditioning, farm, and sawmill machinery. The 
Frick Company started him off with a two-year 
training program. Louis recalls in a 1992 “ASHRAE 

Leadership Recall” interview with B.H. Prasad: “By 
the time you finished that training course, you 
were supposed to design things out in the field 
without any help from the factory.” 

From that interview, and in talking with people 
that knew Louis, we really don’t know what drew 
him to the refrigeration systems and equipment 
industry.  His son, Bruce, reflects that his dad loved 
math, which, of course, is one of the main reasons 
students choose engineering as a career.  We may, 
however, have a clue from his 5/2/75 letter to his 
daughter Karen: 

“One summer when I was going to college, Wilma 
and Ted lived in Evansville, Indiana, and I went to 
visit them and stayed all summer - got me a job in 

11/28/69  SAY, I got my birthday package you sent - the pajamas are wonderful 
and fit perfectly, and I really needed them. Haven't bought a new pair in years. 
All my old ones are so full of holes its pitiful, but not without advantages. 
Anywhere I needed to scratch, I could get to it thru a hole someplace. I've learned 
to enjoy that, so I may cut some holes in the new ones at appropriate points. 

ASHVE published the Guide from 1922 until 
1961 when it merged with the ASRE 
Refrigerating Data Book and Catalog, 
published since 1932. The combined 
publication was called the ASHRAE Guide and 
Data Book. Separate volumes were issued for 
Fundamentals and Equipment, and 
Applications. In 1967, the information in the 
Guide and Data Book was regrouped into a 
Handbook of Fundamentals, with separate 
Systems, Applications, and Equipment 
volumes. In 1973, the Guide and Data Book 
was renamed the ASHRAE Handbook & 
Product Directory. In 1985, separate I-P and SI 
unit volumes were issued, and in 1986, a 
separate Refrigeration volume was 
established. Although volume groupings have 
shifted over the years, the name and the 
essential method by which the ASHRAE 
Handbook is compiled have continued to the 
present. (Courtesy of ASHRAE website - A Brief 
History of the ASHRAE Handbook) 
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an ice cream plant and worked on the night shift 
making ice cream. I love the ice cream when it 
comes out of the freezer, before it’s hardened, and 
ate so much of it that summer, you would think I 
would have gotten burned out on it - but never 
did.” 

Perhaps a young man making ice cream all 
summer long was all it took to lead him to the 
refrigeration industry! 

Louis’ work at Frick Company included designing 
and selling refrigeration systems for dairies, 
breweries, ice plants, and petrochemical facilities, 
and after World War II, he spent a lot of time on 
refrigeration systems involved with the 
production of synthetic rubber. It was in 1945, 
when Louis first became a member of the 
American Society of Refrigerating Engineers 
(ASRE). 

During WWII, Louis was exempted from active 
duty military service due to having migraine 
headaches.  However, he did work as a dollar-a-
year man doing volunteer work for the US Navy. 
Louis worked on refrigeration systems on ships 
that would enter the Port of New Orleans. He was 
involved in adding air conditioning to aviators’ 
ready rooms on aircraft carriers, which were some 
of the first vessels to get air conditioning. Louis 
recalls in his 1992 interview, at 80 years old 

12/18/69  Taffy has been having great sport with the possum that has taken up 
residence in our back yard. I've done everything but shoot him trying to get him to 
leave. I say "him" but it must be a "her", it's the biggest possum I've ever seen - am 
sure it will weigh 30 pounds, and looks real mean. Nothing seem to faze it much - 
when Taffy or I chase it, it just ambles along like it wasn't in any hurry, and 
Taffy and I aren't in any real hurry to catch up with it. I hit it on the head the 
other night with a coke bottle I threw at it. It was a direct solid hit on the head, 
but it didn't faze it. I told Elnora I bet if we turned Joe, the parrot, loose on it, it 
would leave. 

Starting back in World War I, out of a sense of 
national pride and willingness to support their 
country, a large number of men who were 
experts in their profession, donated their 
services for only a token salary of one dollar 
per year. The law wouldn’t allow unpaid 
volunteers working for the government.  These 
men became known as “dollar-a-year men.” 
The practice continued through World War II 
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looking back over his career, the work he did for 
the US Navy stood out as the most memorable to 
him. 

This experience with the Navy showed that even 
though Louis was a refrigeration engineer, he was 
able to apply his knowledge of low temperature 
systems to create comfort cooling, air 
conditioning solutions as well.  The ability to speak 
the language of both refrigeration and HVAC 
would prove to serve him well in the future as a 
leader in ASHRAE. 

In 1954, Louis “got tired” of New Orleans and 
desired to return to Oklahoma City. He left the 
Frick Company and moved his family back to 
Oklahoma City. Drawing on his 20 years of 
engineering and sales experience with the Frick 

Company, he was hired at the Jones-Newby 
Supply Company, a heating, ventilating, air 
conditioning, and refrigeration parts and supplies 
wholesale vendor. 

In the commercial refrigeration market, then and 
still today, HVAC consulting engineers who 
develop plans and specifications for building 
mechanical systems, rely heavily on the 
engineering expertise of refrigeration equipment 
vendors when it comes to layout and specification 

Photo 1- Louis and Elnora, circa 1940 

12/19/69  Our parrot is about the most bedraggled looking bird that ever came 
out of the jungle. We finally decided something was chewing on his feathers, like 
maybe lice - SO, I got some lice spray yesterday and we took him down into the 
washroom, and took him out of the cage. Not it sounds real simple to say "I took 
him out of the cage", but it is a pretty painful ordeal, for me, that is. I put on my 
leather gloves, but in spite of that he had me almost hollering out loud, or gasping 
for breath - that bird has real powerful jaws, and he was really biting my fingers 
and hands just like he was cracking nuts, and the pain was pretty bad. I couldn't 
stand it without the gloves. Anyway, I held him by the tips of his wings while 
Elnora sprayed him under his arms, on his back and stomach, and all over. Then 
before we put him back in the cage, we sprayed the cage real good. Hope it helps 
him, although he wouldn't speak to me for quite a while, he was so mad - and 
squawk - you would have thought we were wringing his neck. When I put him 
back in the cage, he had hold of one of my fingers and wouldn't turn loose. 
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of refrigerated cabinets, display cases, and cold 
storage, such as refrigerators and freezers.  These 
systems and equipment are often put out to bid 
with a “performance specification” which requires 
the detailed equipment selection, layout and 
interconnections to be determined by the 
vendor’s sales engineer as part of their sales 
contract. 

By this point in his career, Louis had become an 
expert at not only helping consulting engineers 
develop their specifications, but also at 
responding to these specifications after they were 
put out to bid with detailed design, equipment 
selection, price proposals, technical submittals, 
and sales to installing contractors. Most all of the 
HVAC consulting engineers in Oklahoma City were 
members of the American Society of Heating and 
Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHAE), and 
therefore, to gain more opportunities for 
interaction with them, Louis became a member of 
ASHAE in 1957. 

In 1963, with almost 30 years’ experience under 
his belt, Louis partnered Bob Bradford to open 
Bradford & Nettleship, Inc., a refrigeration, parts 
and supplies wholesaler with a strong emphasis on 

commercial refrigeration.  The company was often 
referred to as Bradford & Nettleship Supply. 

In 1972, being well established as an expert in the 
field of refrigeration, Louis  was requested by the 
Central Oklahoma Chapter of ASHRAE to be the 
keynote speaker at the first Chapter Meeting of 
the year.  Louis prepared for his talk by putting 
together a paper entitled “The Challenge of 
Refrigeration” (Appendix 1). Louis gave his speech 
to 125 members and guests at the October 9, 1972 
Chapter meeting.  His paper that accompanied his 
speech was so thorough that ASHRAE Society 
published it in the very next ASHRAE Journal 
following the Chapter Meeting. 

In his article, Louis addressed the reluctance of the 
American Society of Refrigerating Engineers 
(ASRE) to merge with the American Society of 
Heating and Air-Conditioning Engineers (ASHAE) in 
1959.  Louis was a member of both societies and 
had experienced the merger, and the concerns, 
firsthand. 

“There was a considerable amount of grumbling 
on the part of many members of ASRE. It was felt 
by some that the interests of the refrigeration 
engineer would be secondary to those of the 
combined societies. Before the merger, those of us 
who were members of ASRE can recall receiving 
letters from concerned members requesting that 
we vote against the merger. But the majority of 
the members of each Society, having faith in their 
officers’ ability to decide what was best for all 
concerned, voted in favor of the merger.” 

Louis pointed out that 10 years after the merger, 
nationally, many refrigeration engineers did, in 
fact, fall away and stop attending. He gave 
possible reasons for this such as a lack of 
refrigeration topics included in the Society 
publications, lack of programs on refrigeration at 
Chapter and Society meetings, and lack of 
refrigeration engineers in leadership roles at the 
top level of ASHRAE.  Louis cited an example of 

12/26/69  I tell you, there is something comforting about a pot belly. I really like 
mine. It keeps my stomach warm, and assures me that I won't starve to death if I go 
into hibernation for several days. Besides that, I've got a lot of money invested. 
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how the typical ASHRAE member tends to forget 
about the “R” in ASHRAE: 

“At the New Orleans Semiannual Meeting … a 
Chapter officer, who had just been introduced to a 
man from the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture (USDA), 
turned to me and asked, ‘What is a man from the 
USDA doing at an ASHRAE meeting?’ I thought he 
was joking and then remembered he had spent his 
entire working life in the field of air conditioning.” 

Louis described that ASHRAE did try to address this 
problem. 

“A permanent ‘R’ in ASHRAE Committee was 
formed in 1969, and its members have been quite 
active in formulating plans to increase the 
recognition of, and interest in, refrigeration 
disciplines; thereby attracting manpower for 
training, and refrigeration-oriented engineers into 
active participation in our activities and into 
industry.” 

Louis made the point in his article that not only is 
refrigeration important, it is actually MORE 
important to mankind than air conditioning! 

“Air conditioning may mean the greatest dollar 
volume for manufacturers, engineers, and 
salesmen. However, if we are to be sincerely and 
truly a Society dedicated to the ‘benefit of the 
general public,’ we must admit that - from the 
standpoint of the preservation for the world’s food 
supply alone - refrigeration is not just a ‘special 
interest group’ but one of the greatest challenges 
ASHRAE has.” 

“Virtually no recognition is extended to the 
importance of refrigeration by the press.  This past 
summer, during the power shortage in the 
Northeast, headlines proclaimed of the untold 
suffering of the public from the heat because air-
conditioning equipment was inoperable. The 
serious part about a power shortage in New York 
City or any other heavily populated area is 
downtime on refrigeration equipment used for 
preservation of food products.  Visualize for 

yourself our home refrigerators and freezers 
shutting down for several days.  Visualize dairy 
plants without refrigeration.  Visualize all the cold 
storage plants in New York City with the 
refrigeration equipment idle - millions of cubic feet 
of cold storage space filled with meats, fresh fruits, 
vegetables and frozen foods, turning into tons and 
tons of wilted, spoiled, soggy foods unfit for 
human consumption.” 

“Lack of air conditioning would in no way begin to 
duplicate the mass hysteria of millions of people 
with no food supplies.  Resulting deaths from 
starvation would be astounding.  Give a man the 
choice between maintaining comfortable air 
conditioning and eating, and there is no question 
which choice he must, of necessity, make to stay 
alive.” 

Louis went on to explain in detail the important 
role that the refrigeration engineer plays on a 
global scale and how ASHRAE is in the unique 
position to develop and impart the knowledge 
needed to preserve the food supply and ultimately 
feed the world’s population in the face of 
challenges such as growing population, 
inadequate power supplies and limited availability 
of trained manpower. 

1/9/70  I've always made out my own personal income tax, and I'm sure a good 
accountant could probably save me some money, except I've always felt it was 
probably better not to have any witnesses. 
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“ASHRAE has great strength and ability in the 
combined knowledge of its individual members, 
and further - due to the overlapping of some of our 
technologies - many of our members are quite 
versatile and capable of diverting their abilities to 
other disciplines of our Society.  Certainly, I think 
ASHRAE would be very remiss if it did not make 
every effort, quickly, to unify the goals of our 
membership for the benefit of all mankind.” 

Louis went on to outline two suggestions on how 
to maximize ASHRAE’s ability to develop 
refrigeration engineering solutions to meet the 
world’s demands:  1) Each ASHRAE leader must 
work to develop every discipline, not just the ones 
they are most familiar with, and 2) ASHRAE 
Chapters should develop handbook committees to 
continuously review and comment on the content 
of the handbooks produced by the Society. 

On the first point, Louis gave an example of a 
wrongheaded leadership approach and attitude 
taken by a senior executive at ASHRAE that 
actually resulted in refrigeration being minimized 
within ASHRAE: 

“It is the responsibility of each member of ASHRAE 
to make sure his sphere of interest is served by 

actively participating in the Society affairs; by 
attending all Chapter, Regional and Society 
meetings; by offering papers for presentation at 
meetings and for publication; by serving on 
technical committees; and by involvement in our 
research work.  If your interest isn’t being served, 
it is up to you to do something about it.” 

Louis went on to cite reasons as to why the 
minority discipline within ASHRAE will not and in 
some instances, cannot, “do something about it.”  
Instead, Louis gave his suggestion of a better 
approach to ensure that the “R” is ASHRAE is fully 
developed: 

“I feel the responsibility of unification lies with our 
Society, Regional, and Chapter officers. Each 
officer should realize that, in accepting office in 
ASHRAE, he has at the same time accepted 
responsibility for development of all our 

1/15/70  Saturday morning at 5:30 I get on that fast speedy plush gorgeous SAN 
FRANCISCO CHIEF train and relax in splendor leaving my car in Amarillo to 
relax until I get back. Nowadays I get a bedroom instead of a roomette, because my 
old hairy potbelly sticks out so far I can't get the bed up and down in a roomette 
without opening the door and standing out in the aisle. 

Photo 2 - Louis at work; Bradford and Nettleship, Inc. 
circa 1965 
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disciplines.  He should be as genuinely interested 
and enthusiastic about the preservation of the 
apple crop in the State of Washington or the 
vegetable crop in Peru as he is in the air 
conditioning of a large office building.  He should 
be just as interested in listening to a program on 
the refrigeration required for production of 
synthetic rubber as he is in a program on high 
pressure duct systems.  Any officer of ASHRAE 
should look beyond his own personal endeavors 
with an intense desire to cover the entire scope of 
ASHRAE, and develop every discipline to the best 
of his abilities.” 

Louis’ second suggestion moved beyond the 
attitude required to ensure all subjects were 
promoted, and went into the very practical need 
that the technical information ASHRAE provides 
should be accurate and up-to-date.  Furthermore, 
he explained that the review and commenting on 
the technical publications must be done at the 
Chapter level, not at national meetings, since only 
approximately 10% of members attended national 
meetings. 

“An active Handbook Committee in each ASHRAE 
Chapter should consist of various subcommittees 
to cover our various disciplines. Each 
subcommittee should have a chairman 
knowledgeable in a particular field, to recruit 

interested members and to hold meetings or study 
groups on selected Chapters of the Handbook.  
Results of discussions on each Chapter studied 
should be finalized in report form to be sent 
through channels to the Technical Committee (TC) 
responsible for that Chapter.  Reports should 
comment on parts that cannot be easily 
understood, information that should be included 
and, equally important, should comment on 
acceptable information in the Chapter so the TC 
will know what parts are to be retained.  Such 
reports would be excellent feedback material for 
the Handbook, and could form the basis for articles 
in ASHRAE Journal and for programs for Chapter 
and Society levels.  Users of equipment may be 
invited to subcommittee meetings to provide 
information on processes involved.” 

Louis certainly modeled his suggestions by 
participating, himself, in technical and handbook 
committees and holding numerous leadership 
positions at the Chapter level.  Also, during his two 
years as Chapter President (1968-69 and 1970-71), 
Louis certainly emphasized refrigeration as a topic, 
and for several years after his 1972 article on “The 
Challenge of Refrigeration” the Chapter was 
diligent in having at least one meeting dedicated 
to refrigeration each year. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11/25/70  I got back from SF. What a trip! Got on the train Sat. at 6AM and got 
into SF the next morning at 10AM. Sunday evening about a dozen of us old men 
decided we should see the town, so one of them said he knew a little about SF and 
we should go down to Fishermen's Wharf for dinner … guess how he got us down 
there - on a cable car … can't you just see your pappy hanging on to the outside of 
a cable car with his coattail flying in the breeze up and down those steep hills. 
The meetings were real good and I got full of real smart, among other things such 
as a lot of food. But $5.20 for a pack of cigarettes, $3.20 for a cup of coffee, $2.60 
for a coke, $2.90 for bacon and eggs, has to be unreal. I told them I could 
understand why everybody smoked marijuana, because it was cheaper than 
cigarettes. 
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3/13/70 A traveling salesman was driving down a country road one day and he 
saw a big billboard with a sign on it "Granny's Whorehouse - 5 miles". A couple of 
minutes later there was another sign, "Granny's Whorehouse - 3 miles". Then he 
saw a big white two story house set back from the highway, and a big sign saying, 
"This is it - Granny's Whorehouse." his curiosity got the best of him so he pulled 
in, stopped, got out and went inside. Inside it looked like an old country hotel 
lobby, with a little old white haired lady behind the registration desk. She looked 
to be about 70, and she said she was Granny. The man asked about the signs he 
had seen and she told him, "Yep, just give me $20 and go upstairs and take your 
pick." He gave her $20 and she told him to go upstairs and take the first door to 
the right. He was getting in the mood now, so he went tearing up the stairs and 
rushed into the first door on the right, which happened to be an outside door, and 
he fell some 5 feet to the ground which was the side of a hill - he rolled and 
tumbled down the steep hill for 50 or 60 yards before he got to the bottom of the 
ravine. He was battered and bruised and his clothes torn- he sat up and looked 
around dazed, and saw a little sign on a stake, just a few feet away from him. He 
finally got his eyes focused on the sign and read, "You have just been screwed by 
Granny". 
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Chapter 3 

Moving Through the Chairs 

Although Louis had been a member of the 
American Society of Refrigerating Engineers 
(ASRE) since 1945, and a member of the American 
Society of Heating and Air-Conditioning Engineers 
(ASHAE) since 1957, and then of course, a member 
of the merged Society since 1959, it wasn’t until 
1966 when he really became involved.  When he 
did, he jumped in with both feet! 

Louis had moved his family back to Oklahoma City 
in 1954 and went to work for the Jones-Newby 
HVAC&R Wholesale Parts and Supplies Company.  
Louis became a member of ASHAE in 1957 to gain 
more opportunities for interaction with HVAC 
consulting engineers. By doing so, he 
automatically became assigned to the local 
Chapter and started receiving copies of the 
Chapter newsletter, the Sou’wester, in the mail 
which notified him of meeting dates, times and 
locations.  Upon attending his first meeting, he 
would have been issued a Chapter roster with the 
contact information of all members. 

At some point around February or March, 1966, 
William J. “Bill” Collins Jr., Chapter past president, 
twice past regional director, and Society board 
member, and Lloyd Von Tungeln, then Chapter 
president, brainstormed names of who they 
would like to put forward for nominations to the 
Society-level committees.  Others may have been 
in the room as well.  Appendix 5 contains the 
actual hand-written notes of proposed names and 

committees, presumably in Bill Collins’ own hand 
since it’s on his company’s letterhead, or perhaps 
dictated by Bill to his secretary, to Lloyd, or 
someone else. 

In looking at the page, it appears that they started 
by making a list, in pen, of prominent members in 
the Chapter with a dash to the right of each name.  
They then, still using a pen, started at the top 
writing the name of the committee to which they 
would like to see each person nominated.  The 
name at the top of list was “Nettleship” and 
“Industrial Refrig TC” was written to the right of 
his name.  Louis must have been the first person 

Known today as the Central Oklahoma 
Chapter of ASHRAE, the Chapter was 
originally chartered by Frank Loeffler, Sr. in 
1935 as the “Oklahoma Chapter of the 
American Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers” (ASHVE) which was based on the 
original name for ASHRAE when it was 
founded in 1895.  ASHVE as a national 
Society changed their name to ASHAE in 
1954, just three years prior to Louis Nettleship 
joining.  The Oklahoma Chapter was 
rechartered in 1965 as the Central Oklahoma 
Chapter of ASHRAE to help distinguish it from 
the Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter which 
serves Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding 
area.  The Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter 
was actually chartered back in 1948, but it took 
17 years for the Oklahoma Chapter name 
overlap to be rectified. 

5/6/71  Taffy is still going strong. During the evening while Mother and I are 
watching TV, she lays on the divan snuggled up close to mother - then just about 
10:00 (and she doesn't miss it a few minutes either way), she'll get down off the 
divan and walk back towards the bedroom - as she passes my chair she'll stop and 
stand right in the middle of the floor, and look up at me, and wait until I get up 
and go to bed. She knows exactly when its bedtime. In the morning, she stays in 
bed when I get up but at just the exact time that I'm down to the bottom of the first 
cup of coffee, I hear her jump off the bed and come staggering out to the living 
room to have her morning coffee. She drinks it and goes right back to bed - doesn't 
even want to go outdoors. On Saturday's she knows it’s nap afternoon, and when I 
get home at noon, she runs and jumps on the bed, where she stays until I have a 
bowl of chili and join her. What a dog!!! 
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that came to mind as having the most clear-cut 
match between his technical knowledge and one 
of ASHRAE’s established Technical Committees 
(TC).  With Louis being back in OKC for over 10 
years at this point, and Bill Collins being an HVAC 
consulting engineer, Bill would have no doubt 
been very familiar with Louis’ knowledge level in 
the area of refrigeration. 

The second name was “Bill Flynn” with 
“Membership” next to his name.  Then “Bill 
Johnson” with “Fuels & Combustion,” however, 
“Fuels & Combustion” is crossed out in pen.  
Apparently, someone in the room had second 
thoughts.  Next on the list are Louis Loeffler and 
Earle Gray, but they didn’t get a committee 
written in pen next to them.  Then was Walt 
Glancy with “Heat Transfer” next to his name; it’s 
also crossed out, but it’s crossed out in pencil.  One 
can imagine that after Bill got past the first couple 
of names, he started having a little more difficulty 
assigning committees, so whomever the note-

taker was, they switched to pencil before the page 
got really messy. 

Many more committees on the list are written 
down in pencil.  Names that never got a 
committee were scratched out.  Someone else’s 
handwriting, in pen is on the right-hand side of the 
page showing this truly was a collaborative effort. 

On the left-hand side of the page is “OK,” “Out of 
town,” “No,” “Yes” next to almost every name.  
These must have been the responses of the 
individuals after being called and asked if they 
would be willing to serve if elected.  Louis 
Nettleship responded in the affirmative, as did 
everyone else except for Walt Glancy, whom they 
apparently couldn’t get a hold of, and John 
Carnahan who appears to have said “No” to the 
offer to work on the Guide and Data Book 
committee.  Interestingly, Bill Collins’ own name 
was listed and then crossed out indicating that he, 
himself, didn’t want to be nominated to another 
committee at this point in time. 

The second page of Appendix 5 is the actual letter 
that Lloyd Von Tungeln mailed to Andrew Boggs at 
ASHRAE Society. 

Very shortly after Louis received his call for 
nomination to a Society technical committee, he 
received another call on March 24, 1966, this time 
from senior member of the Central Oklahoma 
Chapter, Guillaume Thomas (G.T.) Donceel, who 
was serving on the nominations committee.  
Certainly the proverbial phrase “no good deed 
goes unpunished” comes to mind.  Louis had been 
a member for over 10 years before he agreed to 
serve on the Society’s industrial refrigeration 
committee.  That was good enough for G.T. 
Donceel to decide it was time for Louis to get his 
feet wet in Chapter operations. 

Mr. Donceel asked Louis if he would be willing to 
accept a nomination as Chapter treasurer for the 
upcoming 1966-67 Chapter year.  Louis knew that 
an election to Chapter treasurer for one year 
actually meant an election to treasurer the first 

11/5/71 There was a man went to the doc for a check-up. During the 
examination, the doc asked the man, "Do you get up grouchy in the mornings?" 
the man answered, "No, I let her sleep." 
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year, then an appointment to Chapter secretary 
the second year, Chapter vice-president the third 
year, and Chapter president the fourth year; 
commonly referred to as “moving through the 
chairs.” 

Louis may or may not have known at this time in 
his life that the year following service as Chapter 
president included a year on the board of 
governors which was to be followed by another 
year as Chapter assistant vice-president and 
delegate to the regional conference, and then 
followed potentially by a career of continued 
service on the board of governors and special 
committees. 

But, even knowing what he knew, Louis proceeded 
to write a letter, the same day he received the call 

from Mr. Donceel, to Louis Loeffler Jr., then 
Chapter vice-president and president-elect for the 
1966-67 year.  Louis’ letter to Mr. Loeffler stated 
that he was willing to accept the nomination and 
that he considered it an honor (Appendix 6). 

The ASHRAE calendar year runs from July 1st to 
June 30th.  So, all officers officially take over their 
new positions on July 1st even though they are 
normally “installed” in the presence of the 
membership at the last Chapter meeting of the 
year, in May.  Back in the 1960s, the COK had 
board of governors meetings every month of the 
year and they rotated someone through the 
treasurer position like all the other officer roles.  
Today, the COK has been in the habit of re-
nominating the same person as treasurer, 
bypassing that seat on the way to becoming 
president.  Also, at the time Louis started in 
Chapter operations, they were in the habit of 
having the incoming president preside over the 
June board meeting, but the outgoing secretary 
and treasurer would normally continue their 
duties until the July board meeting. 

Therefore, in July, 1966, Louis began serving as 
COK Chapter treasurer at the first board of 
governors meeting of the year.  At the beginning 
of the ASHRAE year, during the summer prior to 
any Chapter meetings starting up in the fall, the 
treasurer did not have much responsibility aside 
from accounting for money collected at the annual 
summer BBQ.  Amazingly, the COK Chapter wasn’t 
in the habit of operating from a formal approved 
budget at that time, so Louis didn’t even have the 
task of working with the board and officers to put 
together a proposed one. 

Photo 3 - William J. "Bill" Collins Jr., 1964 

11/19/71  Got me a new calculator this week. It's really not new - about 7 or 8 
years old. Traded my little old antique Monroe in on it - it’s a later model 
Monroematic. Didn't see any reason to spend a lot of money buying an electronic 
because I don't use one that much. Only use it to work on cash flow and budget 
figures, extend and check inventory prices which comes only once a year, and 
addition of estimates. For anything where I don't need to get to the exact penny I 
use my slide rule - it’s much faster and a lot easier. As you know, I can make a 
slide rule talk to itself, and if I'm figuring some equipment for a customer, and he 
is sitting here watching me, he can watch a calculator and tell what I'm doing, 
what kind of discount, etc. But if use a slide rule, he doesn't have the slightest 
idea what I'm doing. 
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Just as Louis was getting into the swing of things 
as Chapter treasurer, just prior to the first Chapter 
meeting of the year in October, Bob Allsman, the 
Chapter President, suddenly had to move to 
Detroit due to a transfer with his employer.  The 
Chapter bylaws at that time stated that in the 
event of a vacancy to one of the Chapter offices, 
the board of governors shall make an appointment 
to fill the vacancy.  The board of governors met 
and decided that all officers should immediately 
move up one chair.  This caused Louis Loeffler Jr. 
to move up to president; Lewis E. Wickline to 
move up to vice-president; and Louis Nettleship to 
move up to Chapter secretary.  The board then 
made a motion to nominate Harry Rountree to 
treasurer; they voted, and Harry was elected 
unanimously. 

Interestingly, the very next year, John Levenhagen 
was elected by the membership to treasurer, but 
he changed jobs, and industries, in December, 
1967, and quit ASHRAE leaving the treasurer’s 
position open again.  That year, the board voted 
and filled the open position with Robert H. “Ham” 
Nelson. 

In those days, the secretary played a much larger 
role than today.  Presently, the secretary is 
responsible for the meeting minutes at the board 
of governors and Chapter meetings, and, 
realistically, not much else.  With computers, all 
correspondence and documents are saved by the 
authors and collected by the historian at the end 
of the year.  The president communicates directly 
via email to the Chapter membership and regional 

12/10/71  I didn't sleep too good last night. Ate a big supper of roast beef and 
noodles that Mother had fixed. It was so good, I ate too much. Then she gave me a 
great big helping of raisin nut cake with ice cream on it. About an hour later I 
was watching TV and decided I needed something to munch on, so went out to the 
kitchen and got me a big glass, put a bunch of ice cream in it, a little milk, threw 
in a couple of chocolate cookies, and a handful of cashew nuts, and ate it. That 
sounds pretty good and I don't know why I kept waking up at all hours of the 
night and going to the kitchen for some soda. 
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and Society officers.  Right or wrong, today in the 
COK Chapter, the president ends up performing 
most of the duties actually assigned to the 
secretary as outlined in the ASHRAE Manual for 
Chapter Operations.  In the 1960s, however, that 
was not the case. 

When Louis moved into the role of Chapter 
secretary, he not only took notes at meetings and 
produced the minutes (actually his secretary at 
the office produced them from his notes using a 
typewriter and carbon paper), but he also was 
responsible for producing all official 
correspondence that went out to the 
membership, the region, and to the Society.  
Additionally, he would have to collect and 
maintain the Chapter records for the year, 
including financial reports turned in at the board 
meetings; and he would have to ensure invitations 
for all meetings were sent out in a timely manner, 
including proposed agendas for board meetings.  
On top of all that, it was his responsibility to 
ensure delivery of the newsletter to every 
member (around 200 copies).  In the 1960s, being 

the Chapter secretary meant authoring dozens of 
letters and physically mailing hundreds over the 
course of a year.  Today, with email and 
distribution lists automatically generated by 
membership management programs, we tend to 
be spoiled. 

Louis Nettleship was an excellent note taker and 
prolific letter writer.  His meeting minutes were all 
very detailed.  Appendix 7 contains one of his two-
page Chapter meeting minutes provided as an 
example.  Note how the “Technical workshop” was 
held during the social hour, and that at the end of 
the first paragraph, Louis made a point to say, 
concerning the technical session: “Approximately 
40 were in attendance at all times.” 

What is most impressive about Louis’ writing was 
how diligent he was in writing letters.  For even the 
smallest items concerning Chapter business, he 
would take the time to author a letter, dictate it to 
his secretary for typing, sign it, mail it, and keep a 
copy in his files.  But even on routine matters, 
Louis always had an air of professionalism in his 

Christmas 1971  
Dear Linda and Jim:  
Since Christmas is for sweet good little children, I'll write this letter to my 

two sweet lovable grandchildren, Linda and Jim Hall, and I'm sure you've been 
good because I was talking with Santa Clause over in the coffee shop this morning 
and he said he was on his way to Pennsylvania to see you. He was a little worried 
about one of his reindeer because he had a sore hoof, but he thought he would 
make it okay. Santa sure ate a big breakfast before he left here - he ate 9 eggs, two 
pounds of bacon, six pork chops, two loaves of bread made into toast, and drank 
16 cups of coffee. No wonder he's got a round little belly. The lights on his sleigh 
were a little dim, so I put some new batteries in for him. We fed his reindeer a 
whole bunch of hay, and some milk for two of the young reindeer. I noticed one of 
them had a little cold, so I gave him a box of Kleenex to blow on. Santa spent last 
night in a room over in the Habana Inn, and I let his reindeer sleep here in our 
warehouse. Watched them take off this morning, and before long they were way 
high in the sky, out of sight. Sure hope they got up there okay. 

B-Mom opened the big Christmas box you sent to us, and I never saw so 
many packages. Presents in there from Jim and Linda to everybody. We haven't 
opened them yet, but we sure do thank you. I just can't wait to see what’s inside 
them. This is Thursday morning, so I'll have to wait until tomorrow night, 
Christmas Eve. The packages are all down under our Christmas tree, and we have 
such a pretty tree with little blinking lights all over it. Bruce's parrot looks at it 
and says, "AWK, AWK". I don't know what that means in parrot talk, do you? 

You probably won't get this letter until Monday, after Santa Clause has been 
there, but I love you all and hope you really have a wonderful wide-eyed time 
under the tree. 
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letters, never neglecting to provide a polite  
affirmation when deserved.  Today, we have the 
ability to send an email instantly and almost 
effortlessly, but very few people take the time to 
properly correspond and include a ‘thank you’ for 
a job well done.  The idea of writing a letter and 
mailing it today is almost extinct. 

Several of the appendices include samples of 
professional letters written by Louis.  The letters in 
Appendix 14 are particularly good examples.  The 
first is from Louis to John Kamp, copying I.D. 
Nease, where Louis graciously complements Mr. 

Nease for providing snacks for the bus trip to the 
Tulsa joint Chapter meeting and where he insists 
that Mr. Nease be reimbursed for the cost of the 
ingredients he and his secretary used to prepare 
the snacks.  The second letter is where Louis takes 
the time to thoroughly thank Jim Johnston for 
sponsoring the annual dinner/dance and for 
providing Faberge perfume to all the women 
attending.  The wording of that second letter 
shows that Louis was a real class-act. 

Louis was also quite a character, however, to 
which anyone that knew him would attest.  At the 

5/5/72  "Oh, I got a brand new pair of roller skates - and you got a brand new 
key", was what the waitress was singing to me over in the coffee shop early this 
morning. I told her my key was old and probably didn't work anymore, and also 
that I doubted her roller skates were very new. So I'm not starting off the day too 
well. 

Photo 4 - ASHRAE Chapter Meeting at the Habana Inn, circa 1967. Louis Nettleship at head table, far right 



The Life and Times of Louis C. Nettleship 

29 

August 14, 1967, board of governors meeting, Bill 
Collins moved that a committee composed of 
Lewis Wickline, Louis Nettleship and Louis Loeffler 
Jr. be charged with selecting a new meeting place 
for the coming year (reference Appendix 8).  Bill 
called this committee phonetically, the “Three 
Loo-is-es” since all their first names were 
pronounced the same.  Louis Loeffler called it the 
“Three L” committee. 

The old meeting place, Val Gene’s at Penn Square, 
had enough room for the social hour and Chapter 
meeting but just couldn’t accommodate a 
separate space for a technical session going on at 
the same time, plus, they felt like they weren’t 
getting good service.  The three “L’s” each went 
out to investigate facilities that could 
accommodate a meeting of around 150 people, 
plus a separate room for technical sessions, and 
collect price quotes for meals, the bar, set-up, 
tear-down, etc. They visited the Habana Inn on 
Route 66 (recently converted to I-44) and Penn, 
Howard Johnson’s on North Lincoln, and the Home 
Builder’s Building. 

The committee decided that Howard Johnson’s 
would be difficult to work with since the Chapter 
would have to coordinate with one person for the 
restaurant catering and a different person for the 
meeting rooms. Plus, Louis Nettleship got the 
feeling that the Howard Johnson’s restaurant 
manager “could not care less about whether we 
patronized him or not.”  They also determined that 
the catering at the Home Builder’s Building would 
be too expensive. So, they chose the Habana Inn. 

The board of governors had given the Three L 
committee authorization to not only investigate 
meeting locations, but to decide and commit to 
one. Appendix 9 contains Louis Nettleship’s letter 
to Harry Rountree, then acting Chapter secretary, 
and his letter to the manager of the Habana Inn.  
In Louis’ letter to Harry, he informs him of the 
details behind the decision to select the Habana 

Inn and that, since Harry was out of town, he had 
taken the liberty of acting as secretary and wrote 
the confirmation letter to the Habana Inn. Louis 
says that he hopes “this is okay with you.” 

Even though the committee consisted of three 
“loo-is-es” it seems like Louis Nettleship might 
have taken over and sort-of ramrodded the 
Habana Inn choice. If that were true, what could 
have been his motivation for doing so? Certainly 
the fact that the Habana Inn was directly across 
the street from Bradford & Nettleship Supply 
couldn’t have had anything to do with it.  A map in 
Appendix 9 shows the location of the two 
businesses.  Incidentally, today, the Habana Inn is 
advertised as an “Adults-only gay resort with 
nightclubs.”  Knowing Louis Nettleship’s sense of 
humor, and how straight-laced the Society of 
engineers was in 1967, he would have found that 
to be funny. 

 

5/19/72  Old Houston next door is still beautifying his yard, and its buggin 
Mother to pieces. She just can't understand why I can't get the grass in our yard to 
look as pretty as theirs. That's the trouble with women - they don't understand the 
importance of naps. 

Photo 5 - Old paper nametag, circa 1965. Front and back 
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On September 12, 1967, Louis Loeffler Jr. wrote to 
Morris Backer of the Houston Chapter and asked if 
he would ship one of their Chapter name badges 
to him so that he could show it off at the next COK 
board of governors meeting.  Louis Loeffler wrote 
in his letter that he had just recently made a trip 
to Houston, and while there, he attended a 
Houston Chapter ASHRAE meeting. While at the 
meeting, he noticed a large carrying case which 
they used to hold identification “buttons” for the 
members. 

The old name tags the COK was using were 3” wide 
by 7” tall card stock cut to fit in a shirt or jacket 
breast pocket with the upper portion extending 
out of the pocket.  One side was blue and said 
“ASHRAE Member” and had a line for you to write 
your name.  It also had the month of each Chapter 
meeting so that you could track your attendance 
right on your nametag.  The flip side was red, said 
“ASHRAE Guest” and also had a line for your name 
and with whom you attended. The paper name 
tags functioned well enough, however, when Louis 
Loeffler saw the ones Houston was using, he was 
very impressed. 

Once Louis Nettleship examined the sample that 
Louis Loeffler brought to the December 4, 1967, 
COK board of governors meeting, Louis Nettleship, 
then Chapter vice-president and president-elect, 
made a motion that a “committee be authorized 
to proceed with the purchase of badges and cases 
in an approximate amount of $225.” (Appendix 
10). The “badge committee” that was formed in 
1967, and responsible for doing all the legwork to 
determine how to get the badges fabricated and 
stay within the imposed budget, was composed of 
Louis Loeffler Jr., Ham Nelson, and Bill Hulsey. 

The badges the two Louis’ proposed were round, 
blue in color, and had a clear window in the 
middle.  Typed name cards were prepared by the 
membership committee that slid into the back of 
the badge and shown through the clear window. 
Having a removable card with the name allowed 
the name tag to be replaced and the metal badge 
reused indefinitely. 

The final cost for 250 badges, one wooden 
carrying case that could hold 200 badges, and 
another one that could hold 100 badges, was $206 
including delivery.  That equates to approximately 
$1,460 in 2016 dollars!  What Chapter would 
spend over a thousand dollars on name tags 
today? 

The badges were used for the first time at the 
February 12, 1968, Chapter meeting.  That 
happened to be the annual joint meeting between 
the Central Oklahoma and Northeastern 
Oklahoma Chapters.  The COK members certainly 

7/28/72  It’s been so hot when I go home in the evenings that I haven't mowed the 
yard for almost a week, and the back yard especially looked terrible, so I waited 
until about 8:00 last night and mowed the back yard. When I got thru I was 
wringing wet, so I stayed out and let the breeze blow on me a little while before 
going in the house. I put the bird bath back in place and filled it with water. 
When I got thru, I thought how nice it would be to squirt some of the water on me, 
so I turned the hose up toward my head, intending the stream to hit on my 
forehead - instead it went right up my nose, clear on up in my sinus - boy, you 
talk about dumb Texas Aggies! Made me so mad. 

Photo 6 - Metal name badge. In use since 1968 
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showed up those Tulsa guys that day!  However, 
after the first meeting, the COK BOG decided that 
approximately 20% of the metal name badges 
needed to be returned to the manufacturer to 
correct a manufacturing defect.  They found that 
about 50 of the nameplates in the badge windows 
were on a steep slant, due to the card holder 
fastened to the back of the badge being out of line 
with the window on the front of the badge. 
Luckily, they ordered enough extra that those 50 
didn’t need to be used yet.  Having crooked names 
wouldn’t have looked so good in front of the Tulsa 
guys.  Also, the BOG decided all the typed paper 
name cards needed to be redone to include 
company affiliation, rather just name and badge 
number. 

February, 2018, will be the 50th anniversary for 
those metal name badges, as they are still in use 
at COK Chapter meetings today. Over the years, as 
senior members pass away, and others leave the 
Chapter, their badges are recycled for new 
members coming in.  The attendance committee, 
especially Jim Wolfe, has issued a badge with a 
freshly printed name card in it to every new 
member, and kept the badge list up to date. 
They’ve also had to perform a repair or two on 
those old wooden carrying cases. 

Incidentally, during the 1970-71 year when Louis 
Nettleship was president the second time, and 
with I.D. Nease serving as membership chairman, 
there was such an increase in the number of 
members, that a second order for blue metal 

name badges had to be placed.  I.D. Nease would 
go on in the 70s and 80s to be the most effective, 
results driven membership chairmen the Chapter 
has ever seen. 

 

At the May 13, 1968, COK Chapter meeting, 
outgoing president Lewis Wickline introduced 
Charles Baldwin, chairman of the tellers 
committee who announced that the slate of 
candidates for officers and board of governors for 
the coming year were elected. They were: 

1/5/73  Sunday when Ellen was here I picked up Charlotte and held her in my 
arms, and her head was alongside mine. She turned and stuck her tongue in my 
ear, clear up to my brain - just one lightning fast swab - sure cleaned out my ear 
- but that evening I noticed every now and then when I'd turn my head there was 
a clicking noise in my ear, and also felt like I had a little drop of water deep in 
my ear, like it feels when you go swimming sometimes. Monday it was still there, 
and Tuesday and Wednesday, and was about to drive me up the walls. Actually I 
decided her saliva was sticky and two little parts of my inner ear were sticking 
together and then pulling apart when I moved my head a certain way. When I got 
home Wednesday evening I looked for some ear oil and we didn't have any, so I got 
a washrag full of warm water and leaned my head sideways over the bathroom 
sink and squeezed water into my ear, several times, and then let my ear dry out, 
and it seemed to have cured the situation. I had tried cotton and Kleenex in my 
ear trying to get to the cause of the trouble but couldn't. Just thought you'd like to 
know how to cure it if your dog ever gives you an ear swab. 

Photo 7 - Bill Collins and Lewis Wickline with golden gavel 
1968 
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President 
Louis C. Nettleship 

Vice President  
Harry Rountree 

Asst. VP and CRC Delegate 
Louis Loeffler Jr. (past president) 

Secretary 
Robert H. “Ham” Nelson 

Treasurer 
John Kamp 

Board of Governors 
Carl Jensen (Alternate Delegate, past president) 
Bill Flynn 
Earl McKinney 
Lewis E. Wickline (immediate past president) 

Lewis Wickline, in his last official action for the 
year, turned over the Chapter to president-elect 
Nettleship. President Nettleship presented past-
president Wickline with a past president’s pin with 
diamond. Louis made some remarks including his 
personal thanks and briefly his plans for the 
coming year. 

One of Louis’ plans for the upcoming year was to 
immediately call a special meeting of the board of 
governors on May 23, 1968, at his office. It was a 
“special meeting” not because of an emergency 
issue that needed to be addressed, but in that it 
was in addition to the regularly scheduled monthly 
board of governors meetings.  Louis simply did not 
want to wait until the June meeting to get started 
and discuss with the board and officers certain 
things that were on his mind. The Chapter was just 
coming off the year when they won the inaugural 

“Golden Gavel” award and Louis was probably 
pretty excited to get things going.  

First, he wanted to ensure that everyone was good 
with keeping the meeting location at the Habana 
Inn and getting the meeting dates communicated 
to them so that the rooms were reserved. Check. 

Second, he wanted to add three new board of 
governor positions to the existing four. His 
reasoning for this was that the Chapter had grown 
over the years and additional board members 
were needed to accomplish all the work to be 
done. This request was going to take a little longer 
since it would require a change to the Chapter 
bylaws.  Louis Loeffler, Bill Flynn, and Earl 
McKinney would eventually, at the June board of 
governors meeting, form a committee to explore 
this further. 

Three, Louis wanted to permanently change the 
schedule of events at the Chapter meetings. 
Traditionally, the Chapter had sporadically offered 
a technical training session at the Chapter 
meetings. They were provided as the Chapter 
Technical Committee was able to line up 
volunteers to teach. Since they were sporadic, 
there was no designated timeslot for them. So, 
when a technical session was organized, it would 
be scheduled to start the same time as the regular 
meeting did, and the regular meeting started with 
the “social hour” which is when Chapter members 
arrived after work to converse and have drinks 
from the bar. Naturally, under these 
circumstances, the technical sessions were poorly 
attended. 

2/23/73  The membership chairman of our local ASHRAE chapter is on a big 
kick to increase membership and has started a new "pass the duck" campaign. The 
crazy guy got a big white live duck and gave it to Bill Flynn, the President and 
told him when he got a new member signed up, he could give the duck to any 
member he wanted to, and that member would have to get a new member before 
he could pass it on to someone else, etc. Six or seven people have had it so far, and 
I understand Marion Cohenour was going to give it to me last week until he found 
out I was home sick, so he gave it to someone else. I told him it’s a good thing I 
didn't get it because the one thing I love to eat is duck, and if anyone gives it to 
me, it'll wind up in my oven before the sun goes down. Their answer to that is that 
there is a $50 price on the duck if you lose it. I don't know who has it now but 
think it’s a lousy way to treat a poor old duck. 
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Louis proposed two things in regard to this: 1) 
ALWAYS offer a technical training session, and 2) 
expand the schedule, starting earlier with the 
technical session having its own hour, followed by 
the social hour, then dinner, then the main 
program. 

Knowing that each of these couldn’t realistically 
have its own dedicated hour, making the entire 
evening's affair a four hour event, he proposed 
each time block be 45 minutes.   

Louis’ proposal was to also address another issue 
of the Chapter, which was a problem with 
members who would come to the meeting for the 
“Happy Hour” only, not staying, or paying, for the 

dinner and the main program.  Advertising the 
official start time for each meeting to coincide 
with the start of the technical session, not the 
social period, would, he hoped, cause a greater 
attendance at the training session and allow 
attendance and money to be taken early.  Plus, he 
planned on enforcing this by making a rule that the 
portable bar set up for the Chapter meeting 
couldn’t open until the technical session was 
concluded. 

Appendix 12 contains the letter to the 
membership on the change to the agenda.  The 
following is how the agenda would be listed in the 
Chapter roster for years to come: 

3/2/73  Well this coming Wednesday morning, March 7, is my daughter's 
birthday. I can remember the day well, 28 years ago in Waynesboro, 
Pennsylvania, when I was in Frick Company's estimating department working 
away and my wife called me and said she needed to go to the doctor because she 
thought something was happening. I punched out on the time clock at about 
11:30AM and went home and got her and took her to see Dr. Reynolds in his little 
office a few blocks away from the house. I waited on her and when she came out 
she told me the Doc told her to check in at the Waynesboro Hospital, BUT that she 
had time to go by the house and wash dishes. I couldn't believe it - that anyone at 
a time like that would ask the doctor if she had time to go home and wash the 
dishes first. But your mamma was always a woman of great determination, so we 
went by the house and washed dishes. Then she gathered up her little suitcase and 
off we drove to the hospital about 1:30 PM. They put her in one of those pre-
delivery rooms and the nurse told me I was no longer needed, and I should go out 
to the waiting room. I went out there and found five women seated around a big 
long table folding Red Cross bandages for the war effort (this was 1944). One of 
them was Mrs. D. Norris Benedict (the wife of the president of Frick Company) and 
she immediately sat me down and made me start folding those big bandages. She 
said it would do me good because it was a lot like folding diapers. I've often 
wondered what the medics out on the battlefield thought when they saw some of 
those bandages I folded because I was so nervous I wasn't even paying any attention 
to what I was doing. I know I must have folded up some cigarette butts in a few of 
them. About 4:00 Dr. Reynolds showed up out in the waiting room all dressed up 
in his suit, smoking a cigarette, and acting like nothing had happened, and 
informed me I was the proud father of a baby girl, and asked me if I'd like to see 
her. All the women cheered and we all went rushing back to look thru the glass to 
see "my baby daughter". She was the prettiest baby I'd ever seen except for one thing 
- she had enough black hair on her head to stock a wig shop. It was so thick it 
was clear down on her forehead and you had to brush it back to see her little 
beady black eyes. Her head was the only thing showing out of the blanket so I 
wanted to see the rest of her to see if she was covered with hair, I was sure relieved 
to find that her body was a beautiful soft pink without any hair on it. After 
checking to make sure her mamma was okay. I went to the drug store, bought cigars 
and went back to the office - walking on air - the proudest papa you've ever seen. 
Wonderful - you bet!! 
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Tech Session 5:15 pm 

Greetings 6:00 pm 

Eating  6:45 pm 

Meeting 7:30 pm 

Even after the change, many times the question 
and answer portion at the end of the technical 
session would go long.  At the same time, despite 
Louis’ best efforts, many members would still skip 
the technical session and arrive on time or early 
for the social period.  The facilities at the Habana 
Inn were good, but there was only a flexible 
partition separating the technical session room 
from the bar and dinner room.  The flexible 
partition was not soundproof and the technical 
session received some noise interference when it 
ran long (Appendix 13).  However, the growing 
noise from the other room did serve as a good 
indicator that it was time to wrap it up, especially 
when you would get an engineer in the audience 
who seemed to have an endless supply of 
questions. 

 

On February 3, 1969, fifty-eight COK members 
rode the bus to Tulsa to attend the annual COK-
NEOK joint Chapter meeting. The attendance 
contest was “declared” a tie and presidents Louis 
Nettleship and Everett Nolte had to paint each 
other with "war paint." 

They had very odd ways back then of calculating 
the attendance of each Chapter to determine the 

winner of the attendance, or ton-mile contest. 
Strange variables were often applied such as 
factoring in the height of the members or who had 
the longest hair.  Even when the basis for the 
calculation was clearly spelled out, you never 
knew what strange turn of events might result in 
the impairment of judges and their ability to 
render an accurate assessment. 

Many years the real prize for winning was actually 
not receiving the punishment the loser received, 
such as the Chapter president getting a pie in the 
face.  Sometimes, however, the attendance 
calculation resulted in a mathematical tie and both 
presidents would either be winners, or losers 
depending on your point of view.  The March 
edition of the newsletter was always informative 
and entertaining as it reported just exactly how 
the results were calculated. 

In April, 1969, despite trying hard, and having fun 
along the way, Louis did not win the recently 
conceived, hotly contested, Golden Gavel award. 

The first Golden Gavel award was given in April, 
1968, to non-other-than the Central Oklahoma 
Chapter with Lewis Wickline as President.  
However, in April 1969, the Golden Gavel didn’t go 
to Louis Nettleship, it went to Robert Sieve and the 
Shreveport Chapter.  It may have actually looked 
suspect for the Central Oklahoma Chapter to help 
conceive the award and then win it the first two 
years in a row.  Louis may have been a victim of 
circumstance in that regard.  More likely however, 
the Shreveport Chapter beat Central Oklahoma as 

3/15/73  Tomorrow night is the annual ASHRAE Dinner Dance, and Mother and 
I are planning on going. Course she may bring me home right after dinner because 
"we" don't dance much anymore. She's too old. Ha!! If I want her to know I said 
that, I’ll tell her. It’s a Saint Patrick's Eve Dance and you're supposed to wear 
something green, even if it’s just paint. Can't you just see us going with nothing on 
but green paint? It's at the Lincoln Plaza ballroom over on N. Lincoln Blvd.., 
tickets $10.50 per person, which includes a free cocktail hour before dinner, but 
you have to bring your own hooch for the dance. There are those who can get so 
loaded in the free hour before dinner that they don't need any more for the dance. 
We do have some entertainment planned for right after dinner - Linda Wright, 
vocalist and entertainer - she's a lovely young chick that’s quite popular around 
here. I certainly enjoy listening to her. We had her at the dance last year, and 
during one of her numbers she asked all the men in the audience whose first 
name was Bill to come up on the stage to dance with her. Lewis Wickline was the 
first one up there and told her his name was Bill. 
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a result of Louis advancing through the chairs one 
year ahead of time and not gaining the needed 
experience to run the Chapter at a Golden Gavel 
level. 

As described in the Central Oklahoma Chapter 
document, The Life and Times of William J. Collins 
Jr.:  ...the discussion that resulted in the Region VIII 
Golden Gavel Award began at the ASHRAE Winter 
Meeting in Columbus, OH, in January, 1968, when 
Jack Thompson, Regional Director of Region VIII, 
discussed with George Meffert the need for 
improved Chapter operations with some sort of 
competition. The award was to have about twelve 
criteria judged by a committee of five.  Bill was to 
be Chairman without a vote and left with the task of 
actually putting the award into action, hoping that 
the idea might spread to other regions thus 
improving Chapter operations throughout the 
Society as indeed it did.  The award exceeded all 
expectations and has become a hotly contested 
competition in the region to this day. 

To add insult to injury, at the Region VIII CRC, 
hosted by the Arkansas Chapter in Little Rock in 
April of 1969, Louis didn’t bring the golden gavel 
trophy with him to allow it to be awarded to the 
Shreveport Chapter. Bill Collins had purchased the 
actual golden gavel just prior to the 1968 CRC and 
personally awarded it to Lewis Wickline. When 
Lewis Wickline turned over the reins as Chapter 
president to Louis Nettleship at the May, 1968, 
Chapter meeting, it automatically made the 
keeping and safe care of the golden gavel trophy 
the responsibility of Louis Nettleship. What Louis 
Nettleship didn’t understand was that it was to be 
a traveling trophy. Louis’ position on this, 
however, was that Bill Collins, himself, told him 
that he, Bill, would purchase a new golden gavel 
trophy each year to award to the winning Chapter. 
Bill Collins, however, either didn’t remember 
saying that, or changed his mind, possibly after 
considering the cost of the gold-plated gavel. We 
may never know. 

At the Region VIII CRC in 1969, Bill Collins, much to 
his chagrin, had to award the Golden Gavel 
without the golden gavel.  With that CRC being 
held in Little Rock, Arkansas, it wasn’t like Louis 
could jump in the car and head back to Oklahoma 
City real quick and grab it. 

In his apologetic, but defensive, letter to Mr. 
Robert Sieve of the Shreveport Chapter, Louis 
writes: 

Dear Bob: 

We are forwarding to you today under 
separate cover, by insured Parcel Post, the ASHRAE 
Region VIII Golden Gavel. We certainly want to 
congratulate you on winning this award - it 
couldn’t have happened to a nicer bunch of 
gentlemen. 

For the written record, we would like to 
straighten out the remarks of Mr. Thompson in 
Little Rock, who said, “[We] didn’t bring the Gavel 
along with us, because we were so sure of winning 
it again.”  We were informed before leaving for 
Little Rock, by the originator of this award, that it 
was not necessary to bring the gavel along, 
because the plan was to purchase a new one each 
year.  Apparently Mr. Thompson was not aware of 
this. 

We enjoyed very much being with you in 
Little Rock, and hope to see you again soon.  With 
our kindest regards, we remain, 

   Yours sincerely, 

   Louis C. Nettleship, 

   Chapter President 

cc: Wm. R. Johnson 
 J. W. Thompson 

A few things could have been pointed out as 
potential reasons Louis and the Central Oklahoma 

4/5/73  Ellen came over Monday evening and left Charlotte with me and Taffy 
while she went to ceramics class with Mother. Poor Taffy - she gets so mad it takes 
her all the next day to recover. What really makes her mad is for her to be 
standing in the middle of the floor barking at Charlotte, and Charlotte walks up 
and sticks her nose about an inch from Taffy's open mouth, and looks inside to see 
where all the noise is coming from. 
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Chapter didn’t win the Golden Gavel that year.  
Perhaps membership and research contributions 
were not high enough, or one committee or 
another wasn’t active enough.  Or it could have 
been something as simple as administration. Ham 
Nelson was the secretary the year Louis was 
president; however, Ham was not a very good 
note taker.  His meeting minutes, for both the BOG 
meetings and Chapter meetings were very 
abbreviated.  On the few occasions where Ham 
was not present and someone else had to take 
notes and write the minutes (one time by Harry 
Rountree, once by John Kamp, and once by Louis 
Nettleship), in each case, the minutes were more 
thorough and complete. 

Examining Bill Collins’ original criteria for the 
Golden Gavel award (ref. Appendix 18) shows that 
the quality of meeting minutes was taken into 
account in the judging criteria.  As president, it was 
Louis’ responsibility to make sure that good notes 
and minutes were being taken and recorded.  
During Louis’ second term as president in 1970-71, 
he had the benefit of Bill Flynn as secretary.  Bill 
took much better notes and produced more 
comprehensive minutes. 

The 1969-70 year was a good one and ended with 
Harry Rountree winning the Golden Gavel. Now 
Louis Nettleship could be known as the only COK 

Chapter president to NOT win the Golden Gavel 
since its inception. Harry had the benefit of a full 
four years’ experience going through the chairs.  
As Louis’ vice-president, Harry also had the benefit 
of being at the May and June board meetings at 
the end of Louis’ year where they discussed, with 
the benefit of Bill Collins’ input, lessons learned 
and where they might have been weak. 

In May, 1970, Harry turned over the Chapter to 
Ham Nelson as president.  However, the very next 
month, Louis Nettleship would find himself being 
Chapter president again, out of nowhere, and 
given a second chance due to the untimely death 
of Ham Nelson. 

This time, learning from recent history that 
experience is the most important attribute a 
president can have, the COK board of governors 
took a different course of action when faced with 
a sudden vacancy at the top spot.  From the 
minutes of a special BOG meeting called on June 
4, 1970: 

Bill Collins made the suggestion that, in order to 
provide more time for the present officers to gain 
experience in Chapter matters, the Officers remain 
in their present assignments and that a committee 
of three past presidents select and recommend to 
the Board a past president to serve as president for 
the coming year. 

4/20/73  How is the bicycle riding going? When I was about eight years old my 
Dad got me a used bicycle for about $5 and I started peddling the Saturday 
Evening Post, Ladies Home Journal, and Country Gentleman. Saved enough in 
about a year to buy me a new bicycle, and I'll never forget that day. Boy it was 
some pretty bike - RED, and I polished it every day for the first couple of weeks. 
Later on, when I was in high school I bought a used Harley-Davidson motorcycle, 
but didn't keep it but a few months. After going over the handlebars into the dirt a 
couple of times, and seeing some of my friends with metal plates in their head, 
and broken legs, one kinda loses his enthusiasm for motorcycles. Besides, that 
cotton pickin' motorcycle must have weighed 800 or 900 lbs. If it got down on its 
side, I almost had to have help to lift it up again. But they sure are a thrill to 
ride, and I can easily understand any boy's desire to have one - especially since 
they don't have a cautious nature like an older person has. Today there is so much 
car traffic, it’s pretty dangerous but we had a dangerous situation in my day too. 
We only had about 4 blocks of pavement in Fayetteville, and everything else was 
gravel road - and that gravel sure doesn't make a motorcycle very surefooted - and 
that gravel is sure rough on one’s skin. Today you pay as much for a big Harley-
Davidson as you do for an automobile, but if we get into a gasoline shortage I may 
have to start riding one. 
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This recommendation was placed in the form of a 
motion and passed.  The three committeemen 
were: Bill Collins (Chairman), Bill Johnson, and 
John Carnahan.  Then the minutes go on to record: 

On Saturday, June 6, 1970, the special committee 
… advised Vice President Earl McKinney of their 
selection of Louis Nettleship to fill the vacancy of 
the office of President.  Vice President McKinney 
polled the Board of governors by phone and Louis 
Nettleship was elected by unanimous vote.  The 
official announcement was made to the 
membership on Monday, June 8, 1970, at the 
Annual Barbeque. 

Bill Collins prepared a memorial page for Ham 
Nelson to be included in the 1970 Chapter roster. 

Louis went to work right away.  This time, he had 
been around this block just two years earlier and 
knew exactly what to do. 

Louis assigned one board of governor member to 
serve as an ex officio member on each committee.  
These members were to serve as advisors to the 
committee chairman to help ensure every 
committee would meet their goals for the year. 

Now past-president Harry Rountree reflected on 
the past three years as to what went well and not 
so well for Lewis Wickline, Louis Nettleship, and 
himself.  He then put pen to paper and did an 
extensive write-up on what it takes to win the 
Golden Gavel. The write-up made its way to 
Region VIII Director, Morris Backer, who made 
copies and mailed it to every Chapter president in 
Region VIII. 

I.D. Nease was brought on as membership 
committee chairman. He increased Chapter 
membership during Louis’ second year an 
astounding 33%! 

5/11/73  Your Mother sure has great strength of character! The package you sent 
her marked "Do Not Open Until Mother's Day" is laying on the buffet in the hall 
and hasn't been opened. My Mother would have had it open before the Postman 
turned loose of it. 
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Louis invited in Region VIII director, Morris Backer 
to come to a special board of governors meeting 
and explain to the board and committees what he 
hoped to see from the Central Oklahoma Chapter 
that year.  Mr. Backer also explained the details of 
the brand new PAOE award. Finally, Mr. Backer 
agreed to be the main program speaker at the 
October Chapter meeting. 

At the suggestion of Morris Backer, Louis formed 
an ad hoc finance committee to put together a 
formal written budget that the Chapter would 
operate from – something the Chapter was not 
accustomed to doing, up to this point. 

Louis’ program committee was successful in 
getting the Society President, Frank Bridgers, to 
speak at the March Chapter meeting. 

In an effort to increase consistent attendance at 
Chapter meetings, Louis and the attendance 
committee lead by Liman Niblack introduced a 
unique reward for good attendance.  At the end of 
the year, every member who earned seven 
“points” for meeting attendance would receive an 
ASHRAE lapel pin (which they referred to at the 
time as a “tie tack” since all Chapter members 
were men and everyone wore a tie to the 
meetings).  One point was awarded for each 
meeting attended in Oklahoma City, and two 

5/18/73  A few weeks ago in reading the Business Week I saw an ad of the 
International Mint Company in Salt Lake City offering silver ingots for sale and a 
brochure on silver. It interested me since our CPA here has been preaching buying 
such things as silver and Swiss francs to hedge against inflation because paper 
money isn't going to be worth any more than a piece of newspaper before this 
inflation is over with. I sent for the brochure and price sheet on silver and they 
sent it to me. A few days later some gal named Barbara called long distance and 
asked how much I wanted to buy. I told her I didn't want to buy any, I was just 
curious. A few days ago she called and said silver was going to take a big jump 
and tried to sell me some but I don't have the kind of money she's looking for. But 
sure enough silver did jump the next day. Went from about $2.15 per ounce to 
$2.505. And to think old Hickock, our CPA bought a bunch of it last year at 
$1.30. Course, buying it from a stock broker and buying it from these mint 
companies are two different things. International Mints wants $5.00 for a one 
ounce ingot, and even buying 100 oz they want $3.00 per ounce for it. I was 
looking in the 1972 World Almanac a couple days ago and found some more 
interesting information. It says the old silver half-dollar, made before 1965 
contains .3616875 ounces of pure silver. At today's price of $2.505 per ounce, this 
means the old silver dollar has 90.7 cents worth of silver in it, so it’s worth almost 
$1. BUT, let’s look at the present sandwiched copper-silver half dollar that so far 
is quite plentiful. The Almanac says it has .1478934 oz. of silver in it, which 
doesn't sound like much, but if we multiply it by $2.505 we get 37 cents worth of 
silver. If silver goes to $3.38 per ounce, (which it will, and even higher), the half 
dollar has 50 cents worth of silver in it. Another interesting fact I discovered in 
the Almanac is that the quarter and dime of today have NO silver in them at all, 
they contain only copper and nickel. As for the silver dollar, I'm not sure. It says 
the 1965 law did not change the dollar, and it is 90% silver and 10% copper, but 
I think they must have changed it because the new Eisenhower dollar is a 
sandwiched coin of some composition. If what I've read is still true, and they 
haven't changed the half dollar again since 1965, it would seem an ideal thing 
for the small investor to buy half dollars. I bought a roll of 20 of them at the bank 
yesterday for $10 and these twenty would contain about 2.9578 ounces of silver at 
a market value of about $7.42, and Mother and I have started saving them. We 
aren't going to say anything to anyone else because if I'm right and the word gets 
around, everyone will be buying them up, just like they did the old silver ones. 
What do you think??? 
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points for attendance at the Tulsa joint meeting 
between the Central Oklahoma Chapter and the 
Northeastern Oklahoma Chapter.  At the end of 
the year, 44 lapel pins were awarded with a total 
cost to the Chapter of $15.50.  Incidentally, today 
they cost $2 each. 

The Chapter ran like a well-oiled machine, and at 
the April 24, 1971, Chapter’s regional conference 
awards dinner in San Antonio, TX, the Central 
Oklahoma Chapter and Louis Nettleship won the 
fourth ever Golden Gavel (Appendix 18).  Not only 
did they win the award, but the Chapter achieved 
the highest score recorded in the four years since 
it started.  Plus, the Chapter earned the first ever 
PAOE Award (Appendix 4) with their composite 
PAOE score the highest in all the Society! 
(Appendix 30) 

At the September 7, 1971, BOG meeting, a motion 
was made and approved to let the PAOE award 
certificate hang in Louis’ office for one year before 
returning it to the Chapter. Somehow, certainly as 
an oversight of course, that certificate remained in 
Louis’ possession indefinitely. It was among the 
many certificates that his son Bruce Nettleship 
provided in 2016 to be scanned and used to 
prepare this history report. Oddly, even though 
the PAOE is technically a Chapter award, rather 
than an individual award, it has one of Louis’ 
engraved name placards neatly adhered to the 
bottom of the certificate. That had to have been 
attached at a later date, perhaps by Louis himself 
to put a little personal recognition on the generic 
certificate. That would fit perfectly with Louis’ 
ornery character and sense of humor. Every 
Chapter who has earned the PAOE since then 
would be quick to tell you it’s a team effort. 

5/25/73  Yesterday I didn't eat much - trying to let my stomach go down a little. 
The day before, Brad and I ate lunch in Penn Square and I had a sweet tooth so 
ate a sandwich and a great big chocolate sundae with nuts and whipped cream. 
That evening after supper Mother served me some berry cobbler with a lot of ice 
cream on it and it sure was good. About 8PM, she gave me a chocolate ice cream 
bar which I lapped up. A few minutes later, Benny and Ellen came by and said 
Braum's was having a sale on banana splits at 59 cents and we should all go get 
one. So we did and I ate the whole thing and it was a BIG one. I haven't been able 
to button my pants since and have to wear my zipper at half-mast. 

The original PAOE was different than what it has grown to be today. A year prior to the Central 

Oklahoma Chapter earning the first PAOE, at the April 1970, Region VIII CRC held in Houston, the 

Society president-elect Frank Bridgers was so impressed by the effect of the Golden Gavel 

competition among the Region VIII Chapters that he conceived the idea of the “Presidential Award of 

Excellence” that has come to mean so much to the Society today.  In January of 1971, President 

Bridgers announced his “Award of Excellence” for any Chapter achieving a 10% increase in 

membership, a 10% increase in Chapter meeting attendance, and business contributions to the 

ASHRAE Research Fund equivalent to $10 per Chapter member. 

 

It wasn’t until the following year, 1971-72, that the Society president Dr. Stanley Gilman followed the 

concept but changed it to a point-based system in membership, attendance and research promotion. 

Then, each succeeding year, the new Society president set up his own personal requirements formula 

for achieving the PAOE. 

 

Today, the PAOE covers numerous categories and has multiple award levels. The highest award level 

today, the Premier PAOE award, is automatically given to any Chapter who has consistently earned 

the PAOE every year since the Chapter's inception or since the start of the PAOE in 1970 for 

Chapters that existed prior. The Central Oklahoma Chapter is one of only a few Chapters in the world 

to hold that honor, and it all started in 1970 with Louis Nettleship as our Chapter president. 
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However, they would also tell you that the team 
cannot be successful without a great leader. Louis 
Nettleship seized the opportunity to be Chapter 
president a second time and certainly showed that 
he did have what it took to lead. 

Louis remained very active in ASHRAE throughout 
the 1970s and 1980s serving on committees and 
regularly attending local, regional and national 
meetings. His experience as a two-time Chapter 
president became invaluable to Chapter leaders 
that followed him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6/29/73  We went to Kentucky, we saw Kentucky and we came home. Sunday 
night we went on a boat trip that ASHRAE arranged. Must have been about 800 of 
us get on the Belle of Louisville, an old paddle wheel steamer, and took a two hour 
boat ride up the river and back, beginning at 8PM. They fed us buffet style, served 
mint juleps which didn't have much kick to them, and played dance music. Also 
had an old steam calliope on top of the boat that some woman played once in a 
while. Sounded like a circus. They stayed fairly close to the shore line (within 
swimming distance) and while the river was full, it was smooth, so I didn't get 
seasick. I did tell the Captain that when they got to Cincinnati, let me know, so I 
could get off and get a good drink. Oh yes, we went to dinner Saturday night with 
some friends, to a restaurant called the "Old House", a few blocks from the hotel. 
Supposedly the old town house of Samuel Clements (Mark Twain), and it looked 
like it, and the food was lousy. ...we had no gasoline problems until nearly home. 
Stopped at one place in Arkansas and the guy had nothing but Ethyl. In 
Henryetta, Okla., a Mobile station was out of gas, but the next Mobile station filled 
it up. Average price on regular was 39.9. 

Photo 8 - Louis Nettleship with Bill Collins and golden gavel, 1971 
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Chapter 4 

Planes, Trains and Automobiles 

Louis Nettleship suffered from acrophobia, or the 
fear of heights. Around 2% to 5% of the population 
suffers from this phobia, most of which are 
actually women. Being afraid of heights severely 
limits the type of activities in which a person can 
participate.  He writes in his June 27, 1969 letter 
to his daughter Karen: “I’ve got to go home and 
figure out a way to fix my sagging gutter on the 
back of the house.  The spikes holding it have come 
loose in the middle, so it’s sagging.  As you know, 
it’s about 15 feet in the air, and I get a nosebleed 
at that altitude.” 

Aerophobia (or aviophobia), or the fear of flying, is 
the phobia that happens most frequently 
alongside acrophobia. Louis also had aerophobia. 
Now, that doesn’t mean that he never flew on an 
airplane.  But it does mean that the times he did 
fly were absolute torture! Louis recounts his trip 
to the ASHRAE semiannual meeting in Los Angeles, 
CA on February 3–7, 1974 (before they began 
calling them winter meetings in 1983) in his series 
of letters to Karen from January 11, to February 8, 
1974. Louis finds an interesting way to deal with 
his problem: 

1/11/74 Well, I guess I'm not going to go to the 
ASHRAE meeting in Los Angeles. I'll sure be glad 
when the time is over and everyone comes home 

from the meeting, cause for the past month I've 
been torturing myself mentally about going. I want 
to go so bad I can taste it but there just ain't no 
way. I finally made up my mind yesterday I wasn't 
going to think about it anymore and just stay 
home. The train is out - it’s just too miserable a trip 
to get to it and the long ride back with no 
company. It used to be a very enjoyable trip when 
a lot of the members rode the train everyone had 
a big time and I looked forward to going. Now, it’s 
old Nettleship all by himself, and I hate to drink 
alone. Driving is out because of the struggle to get 
gasoline when I leave town and also because of the 
neck-deep snow in Arizona at that time of the year. 
Flying is way out. I spent the last couple of weeks 
conditioning myself mentally to flying and even 
went so far as to call American Airlines and making 
a reservation. The gal asked me if I wanted to go 
coach or first class and I told her I not only wanted 
to go first class but I wanted to sit with the pilot 
and make sure he knew what he was doing. That 
same night I made the reservation I went home 
and was watching a TV show. The guy was out on 
the window ledge of a tall building, going to jump 
off and commit suicide. When the camera pointed 
down at the street below, my stomach turned over 
about six times. All the horror of altitude came 
back to me and I told myself that flying is for the 

11/9/73  Personally, I’d a lot rather hunt than fish. I always feel so silly standing 
at the edge of water with a pole in my hand waiting for something to pull on the 
line, and knowing there may not be a fish within five miles. Hunting is different. 
I can kick the log or bush and if nothing comes out, I go on - but at least I know 
whether there is something there or not. I had a 22 automatic rifle and a shotgun 
when we went to the Frick factory in Pennsylvania back during World War II. You 
couldn't buy a gun then, and when some of the men at Frick found out I had some 
guns and didn't use them much, they wanted to buy them. When they offered me 
twice as much as I paid for them, I sold 'em, and have never bought anymore. I 
spent many hours hunting as a young man over in Arkansas, and no one likes the 
taste of quail, wild duck, rabbit and squirrel any better than I do. I can just get 
slobbery mouthed thinking about the taste. I've never cared much about deer meat 
and shooting one always seemed to me like shooting a cow. I'm sure they are 
harder to hit at the speed they run, BUT after you shoot one, what are you going to 
do with it. That’s a job trying to get all that weight back to town. 



The Life and Times of Louis C. Nettleship 

42 

birds. Haven't cancelled my reservation yet, but 
am going to. Will have to do it today because I 
haven't had much sleep since I made the 
reservation. If I wake up at 3 in the morning to go 
to the bathroom, when I get back in bed my 
thoughts turn to the flying trip, and I can't go back 
to sleep.  

1/24/74 Well back to the ASHRAE meeting in Los 
Angeles and whether I go or not. Think I told you 
last week that I had made an airline reservation 
but came to the office every morning, after 
spending a sleepless night, with the full intention 
of cancelling it. Well, I haven't cancelled it yet. In 
fact, they sent me the ticket and an invoice for it 
yesterday and we mailed them a check. So now I 
got to go or lose $247.70. Between now and plane 

time I may decide it’s only money and chicken out, 
but I sure do want to attend the meeting. If I do go, 
and I guess I will or I'll have to do a lot of explaining 
to the Board of Directors about where I spent that 
$247, it will be Saturday morning, February 2, at 
9:05AM their time. Takes about 2 1/2 hours. If I go, 
when I get back, I'm going to write an article for 
the ASHRAE local newsletter entitled "The Los 
Angeles Meeting Thru the Eyes of a Wideawake 
Drunk." Don't you think that’s a catchy title?  

2/8/74 I'm sure not in too good a shape to write a 
letter this morning, but it’s Friday and I know you 
want to hear about my trip, and I'm fixin' to tell 
you. Last Saturday morning Mother and Ellen took 
me to the airport and pushed me on the airplane. 
Wanting to appear at least halfway brave, I didn't 

11/10/73  So far I've been kinda in favor of Nixon staying, but if that guy doesn't 
quit talking about gas rationing and reducing the speed limit to 50 MPH, I'm going 
to come out in favor of impeachment. And the other night when he talked about 
lowering the house temperature to 65, Taffy barked at him. 

Photo 9 - ASHRAE CRC Houston, 1970. (L-R) Bill Johnson, Louis Nettleship, Richard Ellis, Sr., Bill Collins Jr., TBD 
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even have a drink before I got on it. The plane was 
a 707 (whatever that is). It got out on the runway 
and took off. When it left the ground and started 
up, my ears popped, my eyes crossed, and I just 
about came unglued I was so scared. I would have 
given my salary for the next hundred years to have 
been able to get off that thing. We finally got to 
the top in outer space and levelled off. The hostess 
came busily along and asked me if I was ready for 
breakfast. I told her no, and I wasn't going to be 
ready for breakfast - all I wanted was a drink. She 
brought me a glass with ice and 7-Up in it and two 
2-oz miniatures of bourbon. I opened them both 
and poured them in the glass and drank it down in 
about 3 gulps. About 20 minutes later she brought 
me two more and some more 7-up, and I drank 
them down. That was 8-oz or about a half a pint 
on an empty stomach. A little while later she asked 
me how I was getting along and I told her I was still 
scared so she brought me two more. About 15 
minutes out of LA she asked me if I wanted another 
drink and I told her I sure did cause we weren't on 
the ground yet. This time she brought me only one. 
Have you ever tried drinking 14-oz of whiskey in 
the morning on an empty stomach? Anyhow, you 
certainly don't make a very dignified entrance 
when checking into the hotel. But I was in real 
good shape. After I got checked in I went down in 
the coffee shop and ate some scrambled eggs and 
bacon and went back to up to the room and slept 
until about 5:00 PM, at which time I arose and 
went downstairs and joined a bunch of guys in a 
cocktail party. Whew!!! Sunday, Monday, Tuesday 
I went to all my committee meetings but didn't 
enjoy anything because I was worrying about the 
flight back home. The meeting I had on 
Wednesday was cancelled so I came home 
Wednesday morning instead of Thursday. 
Wednesday morning the airport bus left at 7:30 

AM. I was packed and ready to go about 6:30 and 
decided I wasn't going to go thru that take-off 
again sober, so poured myself half a water glass 
full of whiskey and drank it. Then did it again. 
When I went down to the bus I was fairly calm. Got 
to the airport and had about 40 minutes before 
plane time, so went to the bar and drank at least 
three drinks (I've forgotten now), but the take-off 
was easier. On the way I drank just six of those 2-
oz bottles. About half way home the Captain came 
walking back thru the plane and I asked him what 
the cathair he was doing back there. Told him he 
ought to be up there watching what he was doing. 
He said something about having an excellent 
copilot. Anyhow when I got home I kissed the nose 
of my car and promised never to go anywhere 
again without it. That just ain't for me.” 

Louis’ fear of flying may have stemmed primarily 
from his fear of heights, however, another 
incident involving his brother Johnny, may have 
greatly contributed.  Johnny Nettleship was a 
sports reporter, and in 1960 he was the sports 
editor of the San Luis Obispo Telegram Tribune, a 
local newspaper out of San Luis Obispo, California, 
which is on the west coast about halfway between 
Los Angeles and San Francisco. On October 31, he 
boarded a twin-engine C-46 prop liner operated as 
a domestic charter flight by Arctic Pacific, carrying 
the Cal Poly Mustangs college football team. The 
aircraft crashed shortly after takeoff at the Toledo 
Express Airport outside Toledo, OH. The aircraft, 
which flew in service in World War II, broke in two 
and caught fire on impact. Of the 48 on board, 22 
were killed (Wikipedia: Cal Poly football team 
plane crash).  Johnny Nettleship survived that 
plane crash, but suffered chest and shoulder 
injuries (St. Petersburg Times, October 31, 1960, 
page 2-A). 

12/14/73  Got a letter from Santa Clause this week – came in by Reindeer Mail, 
and he said he would be in here at our warehouse on Friday the 21st, which is a 
week from today, and spend the weekend. He said to be sure and have a list of my 
friends on the west coast who had behaved themselves this year. Said a couple of 
his reindeer had gotten so old he had retired them and had two new ones to take 
their place. He calls one of his new ones "Caboose" because he has a red tail and 
he puts him at the last of the pack. The other new one is called "Clyde". His father 
was a mountain goat, and Clyde loves to eat tin cans. 
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No doubt, however, that incident left a lasting 
impression on both Johnny and Louis.  
Interestingly, it was that very plane crash that is 
believed to have left a lasting effect on someone 
else who later famously developed a fear of flying. 
Hall of Fame coach John Madden graduated from 
Cal Poly in 1959 and played football for the 
Mustangs during the 1957 and 1958 seasons.  He 
knew many of the passengers who were killed.  His 
fear of flying is generally attributed to that plane 
crash, but John Madden himself has gone on 

record stating he believes it really stems from 
claustrophobia. (Walker, Ben (December 25, 
2008). "Mercy Bowl helped a school heal.” Seattle 
Times). 

It’s also possible that Louis’ fear of flying could be 
due, in part, to claustrophobia as well. In Louis’ 
short story “Motoring to the West Coast” 
(Appendix 3) he mentions his refusal to enter 
Carlsbad Caverns in 1931 when he was 18 years 
old, saying: “Wild mules couldn’t drag me into a 
cave.” 

1/11/74  You aren't the only one with roto rooter problems. Ellen had to go to the 
Doc this week because of the same problem. She hadn't been to the potty in about a 
week. Doc Bolen gave her some prescriptions that she said worked so she is feeling 
pretty good again. I don't understand you gals - you need to pay attention, every 
day. Eat apples, at least one every day – that lousy orange juice ain't no good. A 
big bowl of oatmeal – lots of bulk. Mineral oil or milk of magnesia, every day 
until you get regular. I was talking with Ellen on the phone yesterday down at her 
office and she said so many of the girls down there had colds and runny noses - 
said she just couldn't stand a runny nose - said she would rather have her 
problem than a runny nose. I said, "Yeah, but you can blow your nose." 

Photo 10 - Louis' family: (L-R) Lape, Johnny, Ione, Louis; circa 1930 
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After the 1974 flight to Los Angeles, Louis refused 
to ever fly again. As he wrote in his letter, traveling 
by train had lost its luster. This left traveling by car, 
which Louis had certainly spent a lot of time doing 
during his days working as a traveling salesman for 
Frick Company. Louis writes in his April 5, 1973, 
letter to his family that he was traveling 50,000 
miles a year in the years after World War II.  At that 
rate, Louis bought and traded-in cars on a regular 
basis. 

In Louis’ letters, he mentions a number of 
different cars that he really liked over the years. 
Surprisingly, in his January 24, 1980, letter, he 
states: “I had a Model A Ford then - called him 
‘Oscar’ - best car I ever owned - wish I had one just 
like it now.”  In other letters, he talks about his 
1940 Chevrolet, his son Bruce’s Dodge Dart from 

the ‘70s, and wishing he could get a Nissan Stanza 
4 door in 1985. Louis had suffered through the 
energy crisis of the 1970s with 55 mph speed limits 
and shortages of gas at the stations. 

Of all the cars Louis and his family had owned over 
the years, the most memorable one had to be his 
family’s first car, a 1913 Buick touring car that his 
mother was not allowed to drive. But, as he writes 
in his short story “Uninhibited Lady” (Appendix 2) 
nothing could stop her from getting behind the 
wheel! One can only imagine how growing up with 
Ione Nettleship as his mother shaped his 
personality. The complete “Uninhibited Lady” 
story is in Appendix 2 including a scan of Louis’ 
original typewritten copy and the pages of the 
April, 1985, edition of Good Old Days magazine 
where the story was published. 

Photo 11 - Nettleship family Buick, circa 1916 

4/19/74  Bruce's new Dodge Dart is real snazzy. It’s white outside and inside 
except the seats have some color stripes down the center. On the nose of the hood 
are some little color stripes and in the center it says "Hang 10." I asked what that 
meant and he said it was a real racy expression of surfers. When you are riding 
the ocean surf on a surfboard and are able to hang 10 toes off the front of the 
board, you're a real expert. Sounds to me like the sheriff had caught 10 horse 
thieves all at once. 
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In 1988, Louis wrote another short story entitled 
“Motoring to the West Coast” that recounted an 
adventure he, his mother, and his brother Johnny 
had in 1931 when Louis was 18 years old. The story 
is provided in Appendix 3 and is a great read! It 

really paints a picture of what life was like back in 
the Great Depression. For an engineer, Louis 
certainly had a talent for writing interesting 
stories. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5/3/74  The TV and radio can't talk about anything now but the Watergate tapes 
and I'm getting tired of hearing about it. The talk Nixon made this last Monday 
evening on TV was the wrong one for him to make, I think. He should have had a 
fireside chat like old President Roosevelt used to have. If Nixon had a big open 
fireplace with logs burning and stood by the fireplace when he made his talk, 
wouldn't it have been real funny for him to stand there and pitch the tapes, one 
by one, into the fire. That’s what I would have done. In fact, I'd have had a big 
bonfire a long time ago, and I don't know what anyone could have done about it. 
I'll be the first to admit he ain't very bright, but I do object to impeachment 
proceedings because it weakens our nation. 

Photo 12 - Ione Nettleship, 1944 
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Chapter 5 

ASHRAE Fellow and 50-Year Distinguished Member 

In April of 1985, with Louis being 72 years old and 
recently retired (for the second time), based on his 
long career in sizing, selecting, and selling 
refrigeration equipment and systems, but most 
importantly the active role he had in educating 
members on refrigeration and cold storage 
through work on technical and handbook 
committees, Bill Collins, the premiere ASHRAE 
member of the Central Oklahoma Chapter, 
nominated Louis to be a Fellow of the Society. 

Louis, however, at that point in his life, was no 
longer very excited about anything related to 
work, even an honor that rewards past work 
accomplishments.  In his April 16, 1985, letter to 
his family, he writes:  “The local Chapter of 
ASHRAE is nominating me to the grade of 
"FELLOW" in the Society, which is quite an honor. 
Bill Collins says it means that one has attained the 
peak in his chosen field of engineering. It takes 
about 1-1/2 years for a nomination to gel but 
sooner or later I guess I'll get the award.” (Louis’ 
letter to family 4/16/85) 

In his October 3, 1986, letter to his son Bruce, he 
writes: “I retired so I could smell the flowers...” 
(Appendix 20) 

Bill Collins’ application on behalf of Louis 
Nettleship was approved, and Louis’ was elevated 
to the grade of Fellow in just a little over a year’s 
time. Louis would become only the fifth Fellow of 
the Central Oklahoma Chapter since its inception 
in 1935.  The October 6, 1986, Central Oklahoma 
Chapter board of governors meeting minutes 
record:  “Louis Nettleship has been named a 
Fellow of the Society which will be awarded at the 
winter meeting.” (Appendix 21). The winter 
meeting would be January 18-21, 1987, in New 
York, NY. 

ASHRAE began awarding the grade of Fellow in 
1950.  The Central Oklahoma Chapter’s original 
Fellow was Bill Collins achieving the grade in 1966. 
He was followed by Wally Frankfurt in 1977, Harry 
Rountree in 1984, and Dr. Fay McQuiston in 1986.  
Then came Louis Nettleship in 1987.  Louis was the 
first sales engineer of the group. He was to be 
followed by Tino Mendez in 1995, Dr. Jeff Spitler 
in 2005, and Dr. Dan Fisher in 2009, completing 
the list as of 2016. (Appendix 29) 

However, Louis did not attend the winter meeting 
to receive his award in New York City. His fear of 
flying eliminated air travel altogether. Carrying a 
big suitcase from train to train at his age was more 
effort than he was willing to muster, plus past train 
experiences left him loathing cramped quarters. 
Driving may have been a viable option, except that 
this was a winter meeting and the thought of 
driving in snow and ice made him very concerned.   
In his October 3, 1986, loving letter to his son, he 
explains his dilemma: 

5/10/74  Yesterday afternoon when I was painting, I felt something on my neck 
and reached up and knocked it down on the porch. It was a great big black spider, 
but fortunately a "fly" spider that catches flies. Wasn't a black widow, and it 
didn't bite me - just made me wet my pants. 

Photo 13 - Louis and Elnora, 1986 
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Dear Bruce: 

Thanks for your telephone call this 
morning offering to go with me to New York in 
January.  That you would offer to do that for me 
means a lot more to me than the Award I’d be 
going to get. 

There is no way I would put you and me 
thru the ordeal of that train trip.  I’ve made that 

trip a number of items going to ASHRAE meetings 
in the east.  The last time was to Atlantic City, and 
I swore I’d never go by train again.  For a trip that 
long one has to carry a big suitcase from train to 
waiting room, from waiting room to train, etc., 
plus lifting it innumerable times in the train to get 
things out of it.  Then waiting hours to get on a 
connecting train.  The bedroom on the train is so 
small you can’t make a move without a contortion 

9/74  ASHRAE JOURNAL - TO THE EDITOR: The Central Oklahoma Chapter 
thanks ASHRAE JOURNAL for its coverage of the Spring Conference and Chapter 
Regional Conference of Regions VIII and IX, which appeared in the 1974 June 
issue. Your label of "Productive and Successful" increases our chest dimensions 
considerably. One of the best parts about ASHRAE JOURNAL (besides the colorful 
and distinctive covers) are your editorials, and the one in the June issue is no 
exception. However, I didn't know Thomas Jefferson was an engineer. I knew his 
old pappy, Peter Jefferson was a civil engineer, but thought Thomas went through 
William and Mary playing the violin and riding horses until he met Martha. 

Photo 14 
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of the body of some kind, and you have to turn 
sideways to get in the bathroom door.  I remember 
Bob Vermillion standing outside his train 
bathroom, trying to hit the toilet.  The last trip to 
Atlantic City the service and pleasantries were in 
no way comparable to the trains of the 50s and 
60s.  On a trip that long, you can’t take a shower 
or bath for more than 2 days.  It’s downright 

miserable.  Driving would be a lot easier except for 
snow and ice up there in January, plus I wouldn’t 
want to drive in New York City.  During WW II I was 
in NYC quite often working with the Navy and 
spent a lot of time on the subway.  But it was safe 
in those days. 

So, like I say, I just don’t want to make the 
trip.  I’m not out of the woods here yet.  I keep 

10/10/74 You say in your letter that you have a 40 lb. box of apples but you 
don't know whether that’s a bushel or not. If you will look on page 42.12, Chapter 
42, of that ASHRAE HANDBOOK I had sent to you, you will notice under APPLES 
they show five sizes of wood and fiber cartons that Apples are packed in nowadays. 
A "bushel" is more definitely defied as 2150.42 cubic inches. Let’s take, for 
example, the third carton under APPLES which is shown as a Fiber Master 
Carton, containing an average net weight of 41 lbs. It is shown as 22 1/2" x 12 
1/2" x 13" in size. If we multiply these three figures together we get the cubic 
inches of the box. 22 1/2 x 12 1/2 x 13 = 3656 cubic inches. Dividing 3656 by 
2150 gives us 1.7 bushels. Other sizes can be calculated in the same manner. Note 
on the next page, 42.13, under Peaches, they show a 1/2 bushel basket contains 
25 pounds net, so a bushel of peaches would average about 50 pounds just for the 
peaches it contains, not counting the weight of the basket. 

Photo 15 - Louis, Elnora, and friends at Nichols Hills Drug Store, 1990 
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hearing rumors that Vermillion has already made 
reservations for me and Bill Collins is probably mad 
at me.  I’m going to a board of governors meeting 
this coming Monday and expect to catch a lot of 
flak there because I won’t go to New York.  My 
friend Bill Collins, who was national ASHRAE 
President a few years ago, placed my name in 
nomination for Fellow a couple of years ago.  Such 
a nomination takes a long time to pass thru 
various committees and the Board of Directors.  I 
told him at the time that he shouldn't do it because 
I probably wouldn’t even be around when and if I 
ever got it.  But he insisted.  The fact is that with 
the notice I received, I’m already a Fellow.  The 

presentation is only a formality, and they’ll mail a 
certificate to me if I don’t attend the ceremony.  
I’ve already received more awards from ASHRAE 
than one man ought to get.  Maybe the local 
Chapter will have a presentation ceremony for me.  
That would actually mean more to me than one in 
NYC. 

I retired so I could smell the flowers, and 
there sure aren’t any in NYC.  Since I retired I’ve 
developed a very bad case of ergophobia (fear of 
work). 

Wanted to write you all this in a letter 
after getting my thoughts together and realized it 

2/13/75  Last Friday evening we went with B&E to a Pizza Planet and had a 
super-giant pizza and it wasn't quite enough but we decided not to get anymore. 
Next time we will get two regular sized ones which gives us more square inches of 
pizza. They come in 10", 14" and 16" (the giant one). The 10" one of course has 
78.54 sq. in., the 14" one has 153.94 sq. in., and the 16" has 201.016 sq. in. So 
two of the regular (14") would have about 50% more pizza than one 16", and the 
cost per sq. in. is less. 

Photo 16 - Louis with grandson Ryan 
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would take too long on the phone.  If for some as 
yet undetermined reason I do have to make the 
trip I surely would appreciate you going along.  
Your company would mean a lot to me.  A son like 
you makes life worth living. 

From 1987 to 1995, Louis remained retired 
spending quality time with family and friends. 
Louis’ grandchildren and his pets were the joy of 
his life. He also cherished time with his wife and 
their friends.  He and Elnora would go down to the 
Nichols Hills drug store every morning, sit at the 
counter, and join the “Corn Bread Coffee Club” as 
they liked to call it for Klatch coffee and fellowship 
with friends. (Louis’ letter to family on 8/7/90 – 
reprinted on page 62). 

On March 10, 1995, ASHRAE Society wrote to Louis 
informing him that his life work was to be honored 
with the Distinguished Fifty-Year Member Award 
(Appendix 22 & 23). That award is not given just 
for being a member for 50 years, but also having 
performed outstanding service in the Society. 
Louis’ Distinguished Service Award, Regional 
Award of Merit, and grade of Fellow already well 
qualified him under the outstanding service 
requirement, and being a member from 1945 (in 
ASRE) to 1995 gave him the required 50 years. 
Once again, ASHRAE invited him to the upcoming 
national meeting to receive the award (Appendix 
22), but at this point in his life physical limitations 
made it so that there was no question that he 
would not be able to attend. 

April 19, 1995, was the date of the Oklahoma City 
bombing. April 27-29, 1995, was the Chapter's 
Regional Conference (CRC) at the Skirvin hotel in 
Oklahoma City celebrating the Chapter’s 60th 
anniversary.  June 24, 1995, an ASHRAE  Society 
press release announced Louis’ Distinguished 50-
Year Member Award and gave a short history of 
his career (Appendix 23), and on July 24, 1995, 
Louis Nettleship passed away in Oklahoma City at 
the age of 82 (Appendix  24 & 25).  Elnora, after 58 
years of marriage, would survive him another 15 
years, passing away on February 3, 2011, at the 
age of 99 (Appendix 24). Louis and Elnora are 
buried side-by-side in Memorial Park Cemetery in 
north Oklahoma City (Appendix 25). 
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EPILOGUE 

The main topic of the January 10, 1977 ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter meeting was the “Political and 
Economic Impact of the Metric System.”  Louis Nettleship had the honor of introducing the guest speaker, 
Robert W. Powell, Director, Marketing Division, Oklahoma Department of Agriculture. 

Louis was a big proponent of the United States switching to the metric system.  You could basically call 
him a lobbyist.  He could give you numerous reasons why the metric system is better than the imperial or 
“English” system.  The metric system is easy to learn and simple to use.  There are only a few basic units 
and they are generally related to each other by factors of 10, making it very easy to make conversions 
within the system.  Unlike imperial units, metric units are exactly the same sizes in all countries and for all 
uses.  Louis could also explain how so much time and money could be saved by not having to list both 
English and metric units on food and product labels. 

Louis had a very clever and memorable way to begin his “sales pitch” to anyone he talked to about why 
the U.S.A. should switch to the metric system.  He would start off by explaining that, going all the way 
back to biblical times, they knew it was better to use a common base unit that was easily scalable.  He 
would then introduce them to the biblical “cubit” which was the length of the forearm, from the elbow to 
the end of the middle finger, and he would do so by basically “flipping-off” the audience.  It would certainly 

Photo 17 – The one-and-only Louis Nettleship, addressing the crowd 
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get their attention!  But, with Louis’ sharp sense of humor coming through in his delivery, the point would 
be received as intended.  It would, in one way, be a funny, visual illustration of a much simpler form of 
measurement, and at the same time, be a not-so-subtle way of telling you what he thinks of the imperial 
system of units. 

Once the infamous photo on the previous page was taken, some other cleverly-devious ASHRAE members 
made a large print of it mounted on poster-board, shown in the photo above.  They then added the caption 
below it to play off of Louis’ feud with the ASHRAE Arkansas chapter.  In 1974, Louis read the Arkansas 
Chapter’s 1973 and 1974 annual reports and, as he states in his letter to Region VIII director and regional 
chair Hugh McMillan, included in Appendix 19, he became very upset with what he discovered.  Louis 
accused the Arkansas Chapter of inflating attendance figures by counting members of other societies at 
joint meetings and taking out a loan to inflate their research promotion contribution, all to win the Golden 
Gavel; which they did in 1974.  Louis’ letters had set off a firestorm of controversy.  The Central Oklahoma 
chapter members combined his feud with Arkansas and his photo illustrating a cubit, and made for one 
very entertaining prop to put up behind the podium anytime Louis was scheduled to speak! 

There’s one more illustration in the photo above that can partially be seen on the right but is prudently 
cut off of the edge of this photo.  It’s another example showing how Louis really liked to shock his audience 
in order to make for a memorable experience.  It is a 1975 poster of a blond, attractive woman in a 
transparent bikini with “Think Metric” at the top, and at the bottom “92-61-92” which is presumably her 
“measurements” given in centimeters. 

What a wild bunch those ASHRAE guys were back then! 

Photo 18 - ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Meeting in Oklahoma City, January 10, 1977 
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Photo 19 - Bob Vermillion, Harry Rountree, Bill Ferguson, Lewis Wickline, Bud Miller, Louis Nettleship, Earl McKinney 
ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Past Presidents, January 10, 1977 
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AFTERWORD 

Additional Personal Letters 

5/2/75  Manufacturers of refrigeration equipment receive about 20% of their 

annual income from the dairy products industry, so you can see why I've 

always insisted on using butter. The price of that lousy margarine has risen 

so much that you can buy butter nowadays just about as cheap and that suits 

me fine. Butter is stored in firkins - which always sounds like a dirty word, 

but it is quite commonly used among the butter people. It’s a cubical carton of 

butter (about 9 gallons) and that’s the way they store it in bulk before 

processing it into packages like you see it in the store. And, of course, as you 

well know, I never can get enough ice cream. I've sold a lot of equipment to 

dairies (when I was with Frick Co.) and always liked to go in the room where 

they make cheese and pick up some cheese curds out of the vat and eat them. 

5/3/75 One of the refrigeration wholesalers wrote an article in a trade 

journal saying he didn't use LIFO or FIFO on his inventory - he uses FISH 

(first in - still here). 

6/26/75  Dull Thursday afternoon after a hectic yesterday and this morning, 

during which time I designed and quoted on equipment for six banana 

ripening rooms for a local food distributor. Bananas as you may or may not 

know are a most temperamental product. They are shipped into this country 

green for ripening here. A ripening room is usually about 30' long, 6' wide 

and 20' high, in which you can place about 18,000 lbs of bananas (1/2 

carload), or the room may be 12' wide for a whole carload or 36,000 lbs. By 

the application of heat and cold, around 55 deg. F. the bananas may be 

ripened in 4 to 10 days, never less than 4 nor more than 10. If you have the 

conditions set to ripen in 5 days, if you take them out in 4 days they won't 

be ripe enough, and if you take them out in 6 days, they will be too ripe. In 

the meantime a little ethylene gas is shot into the room to give them the 

golden color. Because of the exactness required, distributors usually have 

enough rooms so they can open one room each day of the week that they 

distribute bananas, and that room has to hold enough bananas for the orders 

they are filling. 

7/17/75  Just got back from the coffee shop of the Holiday Inn - lull of 

traveling men getting ready to check out and head for home for the weekend. 

Gosh, when I think of all the years I traveled and the miles I drove in a car, I 

wonder how I did it all. And we didn't have any air conditioning cars in 
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those days. Used to sit on one of those old hard cool-cushions and even then 

when I got where I was going the back of my shirt would be all wet, and my 

left eye would be blood shot from driving with the window down and the 

wind blowing in. The wind coming in to the floor through the vent hood was 

never cooling enough to keep your feet from getting hot, and the sole of my 

right shoe used to get a hole in it long before my left shoe showed any signs of 

wear, because of the heat of the accelerator pedal on my right shoe. Used to 

pay $2.50 a night for a swanky motel room, and $1.10 for dinner in the 

hotel if I really wanted to splurge. 

10/9/75  The "Folksinger" on the CB told about a friend of his riding his big 

rig over in Georgia recently, and a smokie came on the air and asked him 

how fast he was going. The trucker said he had it sittin on two nickels, 

which, as you know, is 55 MPH. The smokie said, "Well you better look out, 

cause that trailer you're pullin' is doing 72." We heard one trucker tell 

another "you better part your hair for a picture and start back strokin' cause 

there's a smokie just over the hill". 

11/7/75  Just got back from going to the bank and stopping at old McDonalds 

where I ate a fish sandwich, fried apple pie and chocolate milkshake. Sure 

do like their fish sandwiches, and they are only 50 cents. 

12/12/75  Got a Christmas Card from Louise and Johnny yesterday. Louise 

had written a note on it telling how everybody was getting along and she 

sounded like her old self once again full of devilment. She said she had just 

come in the house from getting a dollar off the top of the garbage can. She 

said Johnny had for years been putting a dollar on top of the garbage can, 

for the garbage man, just before Christmas, and she always goes and gets it 

before the garbage man gets there. Said she had told Johnny he was crazy for 

doing it and his reply was always, "How would you like to be a garbage 

man?" So she gave up arguing about it a long time ago, and just goes out and 

gets it after Johnny leaves for the office. What characters! 

1/23/76  Week from tomorrow (Saturday) Mother and I are supposed to drive 

to Dallas to the ASHRAE meeting. We will be at the Statler Hilton Hotel, 1914 

Commerce St., in downtown Dallas, Zip 75201, phone (214) 747-2011. Will 

probably leave Wednesday afternoon, February 4, and drive back home that 

evening. Always like to let you know where your old Pappy is going to be 

hanging out. Sure have a lot of things to do, most of it about the metric 

conversion in our books. I've run into a few snags, have solved them in my 

own way, but am not sure I'm exactly right. After the HANDBOOK meeting on 
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Sunday morning, there is going to be a forum on metric Sunday afternoon 

and believe me I sure want to attend that - I got a lot of questions. Sunday 

evening they are having a big welcome party called a "Texas Barbecue" on the 

program. Monday, Mother and the girls are going to some kind of "wine 

sipping" book revue on top floor of the Southland Life building. Tuesday they 

go on a tour of either Dallas or Ft. Worth - she has decided to take the Ft. 

Worth tour so she'll know more about the town Bruce lives in. Plan on going 

over to Penn Square this morning and buy a new necktie to wear to Dallas. A 

new necktie and a shoe shine are always most helpful in making a person 

feel better - just as good as a woman getting herself a new hairdo. 

2/5/76  Mother and I had a real good time on our trip but it seems like we 

were away from home longer than when we make a trip to Idaho. It sure is 

good to be back. We had a room on the 6th floor of the Statler - a real nice 

room with twin beds at about $41 a day including car storage - but the room 

wasn't big enough to skin a cat in. Don't believe I've ever had such a small 

room. And the bathroom had roaches in it - yech! Prices were terrible. It 

burns me up to pay 37 cents for a cup of coffee. A hamburger at lunch, with 

coffee, was about $2.65. Drinks at the social hour of the banquet were $1.65 

each. That'll keep you sober. I was in meetings all day Sunday and Monday, 

and went out to the exhibit hall and looked at all the equipment Tuesday. 

Got back in to the hotel about 1:30 PM and took me an old hounddog nap so 

I'd be fresh for the banquet and dance that night. Mother and I usually go to 

those banquets and leave not later than 10:00 and go to bed, but we were 

having such a good time, we stayed 'til the last fiddle string broke, and got to 

bed about 12:45 AM. Such goings on, and at our age too! 

5/20/76  Channel 19 on the CB is always so cluttered with conversation in 

the evening when I go home, that it’s hard to get a word in edgeways. Couple 

nights ago, I was on my way home and some guy came on the air and said, "I 

know everybody is busy, but I would appreciate it if we could all observe one 

minute of silence for my dead dog that died this morning." The channel got 

real silent - no one said a word for about 30 seconds. The guy came back on 

and said, "I guess that’s long enough - he wasn't a very good dog anyway." 

6/3/76  I've just got to find me a new CB "handle" - there are too many 

"hounddogs" around. Have been thinking of several, such as "Battleship", 

"Battlewagon", "Hairy Belly", "Santy Clause", "Dry Diaper", etc. 

6/4/76 In the Reader's Digest this month it tells about a businessman who 

said - "Ethics are most important to any business! Only last month a good 
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customer came in to pay his bill and he gave me a $100 bill. As he was 

leaving, I noticed he had given me two $100 bills, one stuck to the other. Now 

here is where ethics come into the picture. The question was - whether or not 

to tell my partner." 

1/24/80  Got your letter written after you got back home from the wedding 

(Bruce & Susan's) and am glad you had a good time. Mother sure did. You 

and Ellen seemed quite surprised that Mother could dance. That’s where I met 

her - at a dance - it was in the Roof Garden Ballroom of the Skirvin Hotel 

in exciting downtown Oklahoma City - A Christmas dance in December 

given by a woman's organization of some kind. Mary Francis Dobkins had 

invited me to go with her. Mary Francis and I were just good friends - we 

grew up next door to each other in Fayetteville and played together when we 

were kids. I ran into her shortly after I came to Oklahoma City and we went 

to lots of places together. Mary Fran and I were standing on the edge of the 

dance floor that night, getting ready to "cut a rug" and I saw your mother 

dancing with some guy, clear across the ballroom. I turned to Mary Fran - 

and she'll vouch for this - and said "there's the girl I'm going to marry." Later 

on I cut in on her (it was a "tag" dance) and asked her for a date and she said 

okay. We would have gotten married the next day if I'd had my way - in 

those days it didn't take me long to make decisions - but she didn't go for that 

action. She always was a good dancer, and me too - but I don't know the 

modern type of dancing and my old leg muscles don't always do what I tell 

them anymore. I've always liked the old style of dancing where you have a 

gal in your arms over in a dark corner - this modern dance where you dance 

ten feet away from your partner is a waste of valuable ploughing time as far 

as I'm concerned. While Mother and I were going together, before we got 

married, we went to at least one dance a week, sometimes four or five. One of 

our favorite spots was Springlake Park where they had a big dance pavilion 

and all the name bands in the country used to come there. Ted Lewis, Benny 

Goodman, and many of them I can't even remember. Sometimes, they'd play 

until 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning and we were always the last to leave - 

and never missed a dance. It didn't cost but 25 or 50 cents to get in and there 

were six or seven couples of us that went together all the time. We'd get home 

about the time the sun got up. Sure was murder if you had to work the next 

day. Not all the dance tunes were slow - we had "Goofus" and "Tiger Rag" and 

a few of my other favorite tunes that really made your adrenaline flow. 

Sometimes we'd have a beer but very seldom any hard whiskey - it was too 

expensive - cost $2 a gallon for com whiskey that was any good. I had a 

Model A Ford then - called him "Oscar" - best car I ever owned - wish I had 
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one just like it now. After we were married in July 1937 we traded Oscar for 

a new Chevrolet - $750. Payments were $25 a month, and in those days a car 

or house were about the only thing you could buy on time payments. So 

much for historical details. 

1/25/80 - Can't seem to get off historical details - sitting at home drinking 

coffee this morning and thinking about your school work - and how it was 

with me when I was in school. I was not quite 17 when I entered the 

University, too young and had no idea what I wanted to do, except I didn't 

want to go to school. At that time I was under a misapprehension in that I 

thought you had to go to university. In our town we had the grade school, the 

high school, and the university, and I thought every town had a university 

in it. I knew the law made you go to high school and just assumed it also 

made you go to university. In those days, if you got a final F on a subject, you 

repeated it the next semester. The teachers always hated to give me F because 

they wanted to get rid of me. They never flunked me twice in a subject 

because two semesters was absolutely all they could stand having me in their 

class. In university I soon found out that I was Mr. Nettleship, not Louis, and 

that the professors didn't care whether you came to class or not. That was 

wonderful. I was independent as a hog on ice. You were allowed to "skip" 16 

classes each semester without hearing from the Dean of Men. Well, during 

hunting season, Bobby Bates and I missed so many classes we spent most of 

our time in the Dean's office. Each time we were called in to see him, we took 

him half a dozen quail, or a couple rabbits, and sometimes a duck. He was a 

kindly understanding old gentleman and would cross off the "skips" we had 

made whilst out hunting. He soon got to calling us in when we didn't have 

16 "skips", so we kept him in meat all winter. In fact, he would call us in to 

give us a few boxes of shotgun shells. Then, that old English teacher I had, 

Mary Ann Davis, who seemed about 70 at the time, had no means of 

transportation, so I'd take her shopping at least once a week and got an A in 

her class whether I studied or not. Had a teacher in mechanical drawing that 

I used to take to Fort Smith every now and then, and have a luscious date for 
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him, and he gave me A's whether I did any drawing or not. I've always said if 

you give me a car and an expense account, and let me pick my teachers, I can 

go through any college in the U.S. with straight "A's" and never crack a book. 

Course, you don't learn much that way, but you have a lot of fun. Later on in 

life I was sorry I didn't buckle down and study, and would have enjoyed 

going back to school except for one thing. I enjoy reading and self-study, but 

detest teachers. So I've done a lot of self-study in my life. 

4/17/85 A farmer had a whole pasture full of cattle and two bulls. One day 

a big 18 wheeler pulled up in the pasture and dropped the tail ramp. Down 

the ramp came the biggest Brahma bull you ever saw. It was almost twice the 

size of the old bulls. The old bulls were shocked at a new bull being brought 

in - they figured they had been doing a good job. One of the old bulls 

lowered his head and started snorting and pawing the ground. The other bull 

said "You're not going to fight that big bull are you?" The other bull said, "No! 

I just want to make sure he knows I'm a bull!" 

7/22/85  Ellen looks real good - believe she's put on a little weight and its 

very becoming. When we got down there we were informed that she and Sue 

were on a diet. They didn't join Weight Watchers but somehow or another had 

managed to finagle a copy of their diet and had been following it all week. 

Sue was in the process of making some banana bread and when she got thru 

pouring the mix out into the baking pan, she licked the spoon, and Ellen 

hollered "I SAW THAT!!!" This was going on all the time, watching each other. 

BUT Sue had to cook for us and she cooked up some real good food, and she 

and Ellen decided they could have a teeny bit of this, and a teeny bit of that, 

and then seconds, and before we left they were eating butter pecan ice cream 

with hot fudge on it. Sheesh! What a pair. I don't think either one of them 

need to lose any weight, but they do. 

7/23/85 A Texas Aggie professor asked his physics students to think up their 

own scientific projects for the term. One Aggie said he and a buddy already 

had a big project they were working on. "We are going to put a man on the 

sun!" The prof said "You can't do that. He'd burn up before he got there." The 

Aggie said "We got that all figured out. We're going to put him up there at 

night." 

8/7/90  I go down to the Nichols Hills Drug store every morning and join the 

Corn Bread Coffee Club for our morning koffee klatch. Now, one might think 

that we just fritter our time away but actually our group does a lot of serious 

research and discussions that are very educational. The other morning there 
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were a dozen of us there and we got into a very serious debate about "Does a 

baby elephant nurse on its mama with its trunk or its mouth?" Some of us, 

me included, believed it was the snout after all an elephant gets water with 

its snout and squirts it in its mouth. Also, it doesn't appear to have an upper 

lip on its mouth. But others insisted it was with the mouth. Ken Early said 

the OKC Zoo director is a friend of his and so he called him on the drug store 

phone. Ken said when he told the man about our group having this debate 

and told him what the question was, the director laughed so hard he 

couldn't answer for several minutes and then said "I can't believe a group of 

you adults are in a drug store debating whether a baby elephant sucks on its 

mama with its snout or its mouth when Iraq is running all over Kuwait!" He 

finally told him the baby uses its mouth. Oh well, tomorrow morning is our 

sex education morning. Last week we argued whether it was possible to have 

sex in the rumble seat of a Model A Ford. I said it was but you needed help to 

get out. At least, that’s what someone told me. Bruce called today and said he 

would be here about 6PM to spend the night. Wonder what words of wisdom 

he will have. Can't wait to ask him about the elephant! 
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1972, October – Challenge of Refrigeration, ASHRAE Journal Article 
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1985, April – “Uninhibited Lady,” Short Story 
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1988, April – “Motoring to the West Coast,” Short Story 
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1966, March 09 – ASHRAE Nomination for TC 5.1 
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1966, March 24 – Nettleship Letter Accepting ASHRAE Treasurer Position 
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1967, May 08 – Nettleship ASHRAE Secretary Writing Example 
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1967, August 14 – ASHRAE Meeting Location Motion 
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1967, August 25 – Letter Selecting Habana Inn for ASHRAE Meetings 
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1967, December 04– ASHRAE BOG Motion to Purchase New Name Badges 
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1968, April 01 – ASHRAE Voting Ballot and Results Showing Nettleship as President 
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1968, September – ASHRAE Tech Session and Social Hour Not at Same Time 

  





The Life and Times of Louis C. Nettleship 

Appendix 13 

1968-69 – ASHRAE COK Annual Report 
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1968-69 – Louis Nettleship Exhibit Letters 
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1969, April 23 – Letter Concerning Missing ASHRAE Golden Gavel 
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1970, June 4-6 – ASHRAE Special BOG Meeting to Re-elect Louis Nettleship as President 
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1971, March 30 – ASHRAE Subcommittee Appointment Letter 
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1971, April – ASHRAE Golden Gavel Award Plus History 
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1974, April 10 – Scathing Letter to Hugh McMillan Jr. on Arkansas ASHRAE Chapter 
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1986, October 03 – Personal Letter to Bruce Nettleship 
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1986, October 06 – COK BOG Minutes, Fellow Award Announcement 
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1995, March 10 – ASHRAE Distinguished 50-Year Member Award 
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1995, June 24 – Press Release on ASHRAE Distinguished 50-Year Member Award 
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The Razorback (University of Arkansas) Pi Kappa Alpha 
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Emerson Motors
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INet Sign in

About Us
 
BRADFORD INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

Bradford Industrial Supply Corporation began it's operation as Bradford & Nettleship, Inc. in 1963 as a typical
refrigeration equipment, parts and pieces wholesaler with a strong emphasis on commercial refrigeration
equipment. In addition to typical supplies offered in the refrigeration industry, Bradford became involved in power
transmission equipment which opened new offerings into the industrial markets of Oklahoma.

EXPANSION

Bob Bradford, CEO, joined the firm his uncle, also named Bob, and Lewis Nettleship had opened shortly after it's
inception. Some years later, Uncle Bob and Lewis left the company and younger Bob became sole owner.

The company grew rapidly, adding HVAC equipment and supplies to its mix and soon became an important player
in the Central and Western Oklahoma market. Over the past years Bradford has formed a firstrate management
team including Mike Simons as the President, Brad Roper as Purchasing Manager,and Store Managers: Lisa
Smith of Oklahoma City, Dennis Quinton of Shawnee, Stan Botts of Enid, and Jeff Dilbeck of Lawton OK.

Today, Bradford Industrial Supply has evolved into an aggressive distributor, staffed by 41 experienced employees
and covering three principal business categories: (1) The HVAC/R parts and equipment department, handling such
lines as Goodman, Copeland, Witt, and Emerson products; (2) a specialized controls operation, carrying
Honeywell, Johnson, White Rodgers, TCS/Basys Controls, Siebe, etc. which has had a tremendous impact on
Bradford's overall business; (3) and the comfortable niche they've established supplying the Browning line of
power transmission equipment. Although the last segment of the business differs somewhat from the firm's
regular HVAC/R operations, there is a clear relationship to the application of air movement equipment which fits
into sales plans of both departments. Bradford sells a growing volume of power transmission products to OEMs in
its territory as well as certain users in the industrial sector. It makes Bradford Industrial an atypical sort of
business.

 TRAINED SALES STAFF

The marketing of products of three distinct departments is accomplished by three outside and seven inside, highly
trained sales people. The outside sales personnel cover most of Oklahoma and parts of Texas and Kansas. The
staff is specially trained on Browning power transmission equipment, refrigeration systems and commercial control
systems using Honeywell energy products, Johnson and TCS/Basys Controls.

OKLAHOMA CITY

Inside sales activity operates within a very uptodate 38,000sqft headquarters with an additional 11,000 sqft
building adjacent to the original at 120 E. Hill Street. The operation offers a maximum level of selfservice with a
starburst position of product floats from a central billing area and the "retail type" slat wall material that allows for
a flexible presentation of hundreds of HVAC/R items. The positioning of the central billing area allows customers
fast service. In addition, Bradford still runs three delivery trucks for the central trade area to accommodate large
orders. Training  The Oklahoma City facility provides a training room which can seat as many as 30 people. The
facility is used frequently to conduct contractor training on the ever changing products of the industry. Also a DVD
area is available, complete with manufacturer's disc for technicians to use at their discretion.

ENID  LAWTON  SHAWNEE

The Bradford branch operations in Enid, Lawton, and Shawnee, are staffed with highly trained personnel ready and
able to serve the markets they cover. Each location is fully stocked and independently managed offering delivery
services and product expertise to the immediate and surrounding areas.

PHILOSOPHY

The Bradford Industrial Supply Corporation sales and marketing philosophy is simply put in one word "VALUE" .
Our customer base is considered the lifeline of the entire company and each account is treated with courteous
through service. In maintaining a complete available inventory, providing technical troubleshooting assistance and
making available all phases of application in equipment and controls, Bradford's goal is to be to the customer his
one stop, one call product and information center. Customer's come to Bradford to get answers as well as
supplies, a benefit that is commonplace not an exception. In an era of consolidation, Bradford has to be more to
the customer than a catalog store and each customer's problem is perceived as if it were Bradford's.
"CUSTOMER FIRST".
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http://www.emerson-ept.com/default.asp
http://www.emersonclimate.com/
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LISTING OF ASHRAE FELLOWS 
 
Abedin, A.—1998  

Achenbach, P.R.—1959  

Acorn, W. A. – 2006   

Adams, L.—1955  

Advani, A.—1996  

Aguilo, R.R. — 2013 

Akerman, J.R.—1981  

Albern, W.F.—1992  

Alderman, B., Jr.—1977  

Altieri, J.L.—1986  

Alvine, R.G.—1981  

Amann, W.L.—1985  

Anderson, C.M.—1982  

Anderson, P.P., Jr.—

1979  

Angus, D.L.—1971  

Appling, E.B.—1983  

Armstrong, R.M.—1950  

Armstrong, R.S.—1997  

Arnold, D.—2001  

Asker, G.C.F—1996  

Atwood, T.—1992  

Avery, G.—1997  

Ayres, J.M.—1973 

Ayub, Z. —2008 

Azer, N.Z.—1992  

Baade, P.K.—1971  

Bahnfleth, D.R.—1975  

Bahnfleth, W.P. —2005 

Baker, R.G. —2009 

Balaras, C. — 2011 

Bales, E.L.—1999 

Bansal, P. —2008  

Barbier, W.J.—1987  

Barkman, H.G.—1987  

Barnard, L., Jr.—1989  

Basso, P.J.—1997  

Bathgate, T.A.—1992  

Baum, R.T.—1977 

Baxter, V. — 2011  

Beaty, D.L. —2007 

Becker, B. — 2004 

Becker,S. —2008 

Behls, H.F.—1995  

Bellenger, L.G.—1998  

Belt, Jr., N.W.—1998  

Bendelius, A.G.—1997  

Bennett, A.H.—1983  

Benz, D.L.—1993  

Bergles, A.E.—1992  

Berglund, B.—1992  

Berglund, L.G.—1991  

Bertrand, L.—1998  

Besant, R.W.—1993  

Bevirt, W.D.—1992  

Bhatti, M. —2004 

Biehn, G.L.—1975 

Bilderbeck, M.R. —2005  

Bishop, W.P.—1985  

Bisset, J.B.—1995  

Blatt, M.H.—1999  

Blazier, W.E.—1990  

Blossom, J.S.—1977  

Bodinus, W.S.—1975  

Boggs, A.T., III—1979  

Bong, T.-Y.—1990  

Bosworth, C.M.—1971  

Bottum, E.W.—1984  

Bourquin, P.A.—1990  

Bouthillette, R.—1994  

Bovay, H.E., Jr.—1981 

Boyd, R.L.—1967  

Boyce, D.K. —2009 

Bradley, T.W.—1989  

Brager, G.S.—2002 

Branson, D.J. — 2013 

Brambley, M.R.—2009 

Brandemuehl, M.J. —

2009 

Braun, J. — 2005  

Braun, R.H.—1990  

Brickman, H.—1987  

Bridgers, F.H.—1973  

Briede, J.D.—1994  

Briley, G.C.—1991  

Brown, A.M.—1987  

Brown, C.R.—1991  

Brown, F.L.—1985  

Brown, J.S. — 2013 

Brown, L.N.—1977  

Brown, M.R.—1993  

Brown, S.W.—1967  

Bruechert, C.J.—1982  

Brundrett, G.W.—1998  

Bruning, S.F.—1996  

Bryant, D.C., Sr.—1981  

Buck, W.J.—1993  

Buckley, J.B.—1981  

Buckley, N.A.—1992  

Bullard, C.W.—2002  

Bullock, C.E.—1996  

Bunn, R. A. - 2006 

Burch, R.M.—1995  

Burdick, R.S.—1993  

Burgett, L.W.—2000  

Burkhardt, R.G.—2001  

Burr, G.C., Jr.—1977  

Burr, R.W.—1994  

Burroughs, H.E.—1994 

Bushby, S. —2008 

Butcher, T.A. — 2013 

Butler, D.S, Sr.—1992  

Calm, J.M.—1997  

Campbell, H.J., Jr.—

1988  

Capehart, B.L.—2012 

Carroll, J.R.—1972  

Carter, D.E. —2012 

Carter, H.C.—1980  

Cavallini, A. —2007 

Cavestri, R. C. 2006 

Cawley, R.E.—2002  

Chaddock, J.B.—1971  

Chakroun, W. —2010 

Chan, J.V., Jr. —2005 

Charles, R.A.—1992  

Charneux, R. —2005 

Chato, J. —2004 

Chee, Y.P. —2004 

Chen, Q. — 2005 

Chen, T.L. —2004 

Chiriac, F. – 2006  

Choat, E.E.—1989  

Chongvatana, P. — 2006 

Chou, S.K. — 2005 

Chow, T. —2008 

Christensen, P.B.—1954 

Chu, Chun-Ying—2003 

Chuah, Yey K. —2003  

Highlighted names are Central OK Chapter
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Dusty Stoabs

From: Pettigrew, Candace <CPettigrew@ashrae.org>

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2016 8:02 AM

To: Gurley, Daniel; 'dstoabs@streetsinc.com'

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List

Good Morning Dusty, 

 

Thank you so much for contacting us.  You are absolutely correct, Mr. Nettleship was elevated to the grade of Fellow at 

the 1987 Winter Meeting.  I was able to confirm this in ASHRAE Insights. 

 

The H&A Resource Manual (which lists past award recipients) has been updated to include this as well.  We will work on 

getting the complete listing of Fellows updated online in the next week or so. 

 

I’ll also work with Daniel to see if we can get Mr. Nettleship’s membership record updated. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or if there is anything else I can do to be of assistance. 

 

All the Best, 

Candace 

 

 

 

Candace Pettigrew 
Chapter Programs Manager 
ASHRAE 
1791 Tullie Circle NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
Tel: 678-539-1128 
cpettigrew@ashrae.org 
www.ASHRAE.org 

 

HVAC Design Training - 2 Training Courses, 5 Days of Intense 

Instruction  www.ashrae.org/hvacdesign 

 

From: Dusty Stoabs [mailto:dstoabs@streetsinc.com]  

Sent: Thursday, February 18, 2016 10:06 AM 

To: Gurley, Daniel <DGurley@ashrae.org> 

Cc: BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org <r08hist@ashrae.net>; 'John Semtner' <jsemtner@adgokc.com>; 'Flaniken, 

Bruce L.' <BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org>; aloeffler@federalcorp.com; tinomendez@cox.net 

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List 

 

Daniel, 

 

Attached is the Central Oklahoma Chapter BOG meeting minutes from 10-6-1986 that record Louis Nettleship being 

named a Fellow on page 3. It states that he was to be awarded at the Winter Meeting (January 18-21, 1987 – NY, NY). I 

don’t have access to the Honors and Awards record from that meeting, but if you could check it, I’ll bet he was 

listed.  Also, through more searching, I found online the attached Excel spreadsheet that does actually list him as 

becoming a Fellow in 1987. That conflicts with the official ASHRAE Society list of Fellows contained in the DOCX and PDF 
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files attached, which does not have him listed.  The DOCX document says to contact Candace Pettigrew with questions 

or concerns. Can you contact her and request that the official Awards list and list of Fellows be updated with his name? 

Or, should I contact her directly? 

 

Thank you for your help with this!  

 

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP, LEED AP BD+C 

ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Historian 

 

 
www.ashraecok.org  

 

From: Gurley, Daniel [mailto:DGurley@ashrae.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:30 AM 

To: Dusty Stoabs <dstoabs@streetsinc.com> 

Cc: BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org <c064bog3@ashrae.net>; 'John Semtner' <jsemtner@adgokc.com>; 'Flaniken, 

Bruce L.' <BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org> 

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List 

 

Hmm…  I searched on last name only in the old database and it didn’t bring up anyone.  It was the active database from 

the early 80’s to mid 90’s, so he should have been in there, if for some reason he didn’t get transferred over to the new 

one.   

 

I will see if our Librarian/Historian has anything for him in her paper records.  I searched in our scanned applications and 

renewals and still nothing.  Those go all the way back to the early 60’s.   

 

 

 

Daniel Gurley 
Manager of Membership & Member 
Contact Center 
ASHRAE 
1791 Tullie Circle NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
Tel: 678-539-1127 
DGurley@ashrae.org 
www.ASHRAE.org 

  

 

HVAC Design Training - 2 Training Courses, 5 Days of Intense 

Instruction  www.ashrae.org/hvacdesign 

 

From: Dusty Stoabs [mailto:dstoabs@streetsinc.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 8:23 AM 

To: Gurley, Daniel <DGurley@ashrae.org> 

Cc: BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org <c064bog3@ashrae.net>; 'John Semtner' <jsemtner@adgokc.com>; 'Flaniken, 

Bruce L.' <BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org> 

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List 
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That is him, with the address of May Ave.  I believe he passed away approximately 1995 or ’96. I don’t have anything 

that would tell me what his member number was. 

 

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP, LEED AP BD+C 

ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Historian 

 

 
www.ashraecok.org  

 

From: Gurley, Daniel [mailto:DGurley@ashrae.org]  

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2016 7:09 AM 

To: Flaniken, Bruce L. <BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org>; Dusty Stoabs <dstoabs@streetsinc.com> 

Cc: BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org <c064bog3@ashrae.net>; John Semtner <jsemtner@adgokc.com> 

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List 

 

Good morning all: 

I only have one Nettleship in the current database and I’m not showing any membership for him. I searched the old 

database as well and didn’t find a membership for him there either. Do you have a membership number for him?   
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Daniel Gurley 
Manager of Membership & Member 
Contact Center 
ASHRAE 
1791 Tullie Circle NE 
Atlanta, GA 30329 
Tel: 678-539-1127 
DGurley@ashrae.org 
www.ASHRAE.org 

  

 

HVAC Design Training - 2 Training Courses, 5 Days of Intense 

Instruction  www.ashrae.org/hvacdesign 

 

From: Flaniken, Bruce L. [mailto:BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org]  

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 5:34 PM 

To: Dusty Stoabs <dstoabs@streetsinc.com> 

Cc: Gurley, Daniel <DGurley@ashrae.org>; BLFlaniken@houstonmethodist.org <c064bog3@ashrae.net>; John Semtner 

<jsemtner@adgokc.com> 

Subject: Re: ASHRAE Fellows List 

 

You can ask society to send you a copy of his official ASHRAE Bio that might help you to determine his status as a fellow 

 

Sent from my iPhone 

 

On Feb 15, 2016, at 4:19 PM, Dusty Stoabs <dstoabs@streetsinc.com> wrote: 

Daniel, 

  

I’m hoping you can help me.  Attached is a list of ASHRAE Fellows I downloaded from the Society 

website. Specifically, Louis C. Nettleship is not included in the list, but he has been in our Chapter 

Honors and Awards list as being a Fellow since 1987. Is there any way that he was actually awarded the 

grade of Fellow but somehow is not on the current Society list, or is it more likely that he never actually 

made the grade of Fellow and our Honors and Awards list has been incorrect all this time? 

  

Thanks! 

  

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP, LEED AP BD+C 

ASHRAE Central Oklahoma Chapter Historian 

  

<image004.jpg> 

www.ashraecok.org  

  

From: John Semtner [mailto:jsemtner@adgokc.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2016 1:09 PM 

To: Dusty Stoabs <dstoabs@streetsinc.com> 

Subject: RE: ASHRAE Fellows List 

  

Can you follow up with society on Nettleship? 

  



5

John B. Semtner, PE, LEED AP+, BEAP 

ADG, PC | Principal | Director of Architectural Engineering 
  
  
  

  

From: Dusty Stoabs [mailto:dstoabs@streetsinc.com]  

Sent: Monday, February 01, 2016 1:34 PM 
To: John Semtner; 'Jeff Forman'; 'Trapper Wilson'; 'Damon McClure'; 'Stephanie Thomas'; 'Sauer, Brian 

A.'; 'Daniel Brazeale'; 'cdolan@eei-ok.com'; 'Caleb Spradlin'; bdgarcia@trane.com; 'Wilson, Michael'; 

'Donehue, Andrew'; 'David Royal' 
Cc: tinomendez@cox.net; aloeffler@federalcorp.com 

Subject: ASHRAE Fellows List 

  

Today, in the ASHRAE BOG meeting, someone asked who are all the Central OK Chapter 

Fellows.  Attached is the list I just downloaded from Society. I highlighted the ones that are from our 

Chapter.  Interestingly, our current Honors and Awards list has Louis C. Nettleship listed as a Fellow, 

however, he does not appear on the Society list.  If anyone knows the history on this, please let me 

know. 

  

Thanks. 

  

Dusty Stoabs, PE, CPMP, LEED AP BD+C 

<image001.jpg> 

  

<2016-02-01 Complete-List-of-ASHRAE-Fellows.pdf> 

Houston Methodist. Leading Medicine. 

Houston Methodist is ranked by U.S.News & World Report as one of America's "Best Hospitals" in 11 specialties and 
designated as a Magnet hospital for excellence in nursing. Houston Methodist has also been named to FORTUNE® 

Magazine's "100 Best Companies to Work For®" list for 10 years in a row. Visit us at houstonmethodist.org. Follow us at 
twitter.com/MethodistHosp and facebook.com/HoustonMethodist.  

***CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE*** This e-mail is the property of Houston Methodist and/or its relevant affiliates and may 
contain restricted and privileged material for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any review, use, distribution or 
disclosure by others is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient (or authorized to receive for the recipient), 
please contact the sender and delete all copies of the message. Thank you. 



The Life and Times of Louis C. Nettleship 

Appendix 30 

2016 – ASHRAE COK Honors and Awards List, For Reference 
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ASHRAE CENTRAL OKLAHOMA CHAPTER 

Charter Granted October 4, 1935 

 

CHAPTER PAST PRESIDENTS 

 

F.X. Loeffler, Sr. ........................................................................................................................1935 

F.X. Loeffler, Sr. ........................................................................................................................1936 

E.F. Dawson ...............................................................................................................................1937 

E.W. Gray ..................................................................................................................................1938 

A.A. Hoppe ................................................................................................................................1939 

S.L. Rolland ...............................................................................................................................1940 

A.R. Morin .................................................................................................................................1941 

J.H. Carnahan .............................................................................................................................1942 

E.F. Dawson ...............................................................................................................................1943 

E.T.P. Ellingson .........................................................................................................................1944 

E.W. Gray ..................................................................................................................................1945 

G.T. Donceel ..............................................................................................................................1946 

W.W. Frankfurt ..........................................................................................................................1947 

J.H. Spaan ..................................................................................................................................1948 

H.S. Shafer .................................................................................................................................1949 

R.E. Swan...................................................................................................................................1950 

J.H. Carnahan .............................................................................................................................1951 

W.J. Collins, Jr ...........................................................................................................................1952 

F.X. Loeffler, Jr. .........................................................................................................................1953 

G.E. Ervin ..................................................................................................................................1954 

J.R. Patten ..................................................................................................................................1955 

F.R. Denham ..............................................................................................................................1956 

A.C. Shelley ...............................................................................................................................1957 

W.R. Johnson .............................................................................................................................1958 

T.L. Robinson ............................................................................................................................1959 

R.R. Ellis ....................................................................................................................................1960 

W.H. Stewart ..............................................................................................................................1961 

J.T. McKinney............................................................................................................................1962 

C. Jensen ....................................................................................................................................1963 

M.K. Cohenour ..........................................................................................................................1964 

L.L. Von Tungeln .......................................................................................................................1965 

R.L. Allsman ........................................................................................................... (4 months) 1966 

L. Loeffler, Jr. ......................................................................................................... (8 months) 1966 

L.E. Wickline .............................................................................................................................1967 

L.C. Nettleship ...........................................................................................................................1968 

H.E. Rountree .............................................................................................................................1969 

R.H. “Ham” Nelson .................................................................................................. (1 month) 1970 

L.C. Nettleship ...................................................................................................... (11 months) 1970 

E.R. McKinney ..........................................................................................................................1971 

W.J. Flynn, Jr. ............................................................................................................................1972 

C.D. “Bud” Miller ......................................................................................................................1973 

R.E. Estep...................................................................................................................................1974 

W.W. Frankfurt, III ....................................................................................................................1975 

W.C. Ferguson, Sr. .....................................................................................................................1976 

B.J. Vermillion ...........................................................................................................................1977 
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R.W. Allwein .............................................................................................................................1978 

C.D. Callahan .............................................................................................................................1979 

Dr. F.C. McQuiston ...................................................................................................................1980 

M.F. Beda ...................................................................................................................................1981 

W.C. Smith ................................................................................................................................1982 

F.J. Mendez ................................................................................................................................1983 

C.R. Crawford ............................................................................................................................1984 

T.W. Burks .................................................................................................................................1985 

R.F. Vermillion ..........................................................................................................................1986 

G.L.Wickline ..............................................................................................................................1987 

D.R. Grundmann ........................................................................................................................1988 

C.W. Crews ................................................................................................................................1989 

C.B. Darr ....................................................................................................................................1990 

P.M. Lodes .................................................................................................................................1991 

B.H. Prasad ................................................................................................................................1992 

Bill Ferguson, Jr. ........................................................................................................................1993 

Stephen Pickle ............................................................................................................................1994 

John Harrod ................................................................................................................................1995 

Bruce Albertson .........................................................................................................................1996 

Jim Taylor ..................................................................................................................................1997 

Glen Boyd ..................................................................................................................................1998 

Kevin Williams ..........................................................................................................................1999 

Brad Binning ..............................................................................................................................2000 

Mike Hughes ..............................................................................................................................2001 

Tim Jones ...................................................................................................................................2002 

Alan Loeffler ..............................................................................................................................2003 

Jim Irwin ....................................................................................................................................2004 

Shaun Sexton .............................................................................................................................2005 

Harry Rountree ...........................................................................................................................2006 

Aruna Abhayagoonawardhana ...................................................................................................2007 

Grant Flurry ................................................................................................................................2008 

Pete Ray .....................................................................................................................................2009 

Alejandro Garcia ........................................................................................................................2010 

Bryan Garcia ..............................................................................................................................2011 

Dusty Stoabs ..............................................................................................................................2012 

David Royal ...............................................................................................................................2013 

Joe Sanders.................................................................................................................................2014 

John Semtner ..............................................................................................................................2015 
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EXCELLENCE IN ACTION 

 

Following is a list of Central Oklahoma Chapter Presidents that have received the 

prestigious “Golden Gavel Award” 

Fiscal Year Chapter President 

1967-68 .................................................................................................................... Lewis Wickline 

1969-70 ................................................................................................................ Harry E. Rountree 

1970-71** .......................................................................................................... Louis C. Nettleship 

1976-77 ..................................................................................................... William C. Ferguson, Sr. 

1977-78 ............................................................................................................ Bobbie J. Vermillion 

1978-79 ............................................................................................................... Robert W. Allwein 

1981-82 ................................................................................................................... Michael F. Beda 

1982-83 ................................................................................................................... Wayne C. Smith 

1983-84 ........................................................................................................... Florentino J. Mendez 

1986-87 .......................................................................................................... Richard F. Vermillion 

1987-88 ............................................................................................................ Gregory L. Wickline 

1988-89 ........................................................................................................... Diana R. Grundmann 

1989-90 ................................................................................................................ Charles W. Crews 

1990-91 .................................................................................................................... Charles B. Darr 

1992-93** ....................................................................................................................... B.H.Prasad 

2014-15 ..................................................................................................................... Joseph Sanders 

**#1 Chapter in the Society 
 

ASHRAE HALL OF FAME 

Society 

 

William J. Collins, Jr. ................................................................................................................2010 

 

ASHRAE HALL OF FAME 

Central Oklahoma Chapter 

 

William J. Collins, Jr. ................................................................................................................1992 

Louis C. Nettleship ....................................................................................................................1993 

Faye C. McQuiston ....................................................................................................................1994 

Bobbie J. Vermillion ..................................................................................................................1994 

Harry E. Rountree ......................................................................................................................1994 

W.Wally Frankfurt .....................................................................................................................1995 

Earle W. Gray ............................................................................................................................1995 

F.X. Loeffler, Sr. ........................................................................................................................1995 

W.C. Ferguson, Sr. .....................................................................................................................1996 

Florentino J. Mendez .................................................................................................................1996 

Lewis E. Wickline ......................................................................................................................1996 

Wayne C. Smith .........................................................................................................................1996 

B.H. Prasad ................................................................................................................................1999 

Thomas E. Determan .................................................................................................................2000 

John Harrod ................................................................................................................................2015 

Mike Beda ..................................................................................................................................2015 
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E.K. CAMPBELL AWARD OF MERIT 

 

Faye C. McQuiston. ...................................................................................................................1986 

 
 

PRESIDENTIAL MEMBER 

William J. Collins, Jr. – Society President 1975-1976 

 
 

FELLOWS 

William J. Collins, Jr. - 1966 

W. Wally Frankfurt - 1977 

Harry E. Rountree - 1984 

Faye C. McQuiston - 1986 

Louis C. Nettleship - 1987 

Florentino Mendez - 1995 

Jeffery D. Spitler - 2005 

Daniel E Fisher - 2009 

 
 

F. PAUL ANDERSON AWARD 

William J. Collins, Jr. 

 
 

ANDREW BOGGS AWARD 

William J. Collins, Jr. 
 

 

ASHRAE ALCO MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD 

Richard F. Vermillion 

 
 

DISTINGUISHED 50 YEARS SERVICE AWARD 

W. Wally Frankfurt 

Louis C. Nettleship 

Harry E. Rountree  

William J. Collins, Jr. 

CD “Bud” Miller 
 

 

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

William J. Collins, Jr. 

Louis C. Nettleship 

Faye C. McQuiston 

Harry E. Rountree 

Bobbie J. Vermillion 

Michael F. Beda 

Jeffrey D. Spitler 
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REGIONAL AWARD OF MERIT 

Michael F. Beda 

Charles D. Callahan 

William J. Collins, Jr. 

Louis C. Nettleship 

Faye C. McQuiston 

Harry E. Rountree 

Bobbie J. Vermillion 

William C. Ferguson, Sr. 

Wayne C. Smith 

B.H. Prasad 

Florentino J. Mendez 

John L. Harrod 

David M. Royal 

 
 

SOCIETY LIFE MEMBERS “Oldest Active Member” AWARD 

Louis Loeffler, Jr. ............................................................................................................. 2005-2006 

 

 

HONORARY MEMBERS 

Emil D. Friberg 

A. Damon Gowan 

 
 

WILLIAM R. JOHNSON AWARD 

Robert L. Haddican .......................................................................................................... 1992-1993 
 

 

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL AWARD OF 

EXCELLENCE CITATION 

B.H. Prasad ...................................................................................................................... 1992-1993 

Kevin D. Williams ........................................................................................................... 1999-2000 
 

 

WILLIAM J. COLLINS AWARD 

Tom A. Willis .................................................................................................................. 1992-1993 

 

 

MILTON W. GARLAND AWARD 

Gary W. James ................................................................................................................. 1992-1993 

 





Collect all four
Central Oklahoma Chapter
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